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BEFORE THE MAHARASHTRA STATE ADMINISTRATIVE
TRIBUNAL, MUMBAI BENCH

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. OF 2024
BETWEEN

SHRI. VIKRAM MAHAJAN RAJPUT
APPLICANT

VIS,

STATE OF MAHARASHTRA AND OTHERS
RESPONDENT

SYNOPSIS AND LIST OF DATES

The Applicant is aggrieved by the order dated 15/10/2024
issued by the Election Commission of India, whereby the applicant
is to be kept out of election duties and also the orders issued in
pursuance of the order dated 15/10/2024, i.e orders dt. 17/10/2024

and 18/10/2024,

11/05/1989 — Date of birth of the Applicant.

01/05/2016 - The Applicant joined the Government service.




06/02/2024 -

09/02/2024 -

15/02/2024 -

19/03/2024 -

02/04/2024 —

22/04/2024 -

Election Commission of India issued a direction
to place the Applicant under suspension and

initiate disciplinary proceedings.

The Applicant, along with the Sub-Divisional

Officer, was suspended.

The Hon’ble Tribunal directed the Respondents
to keep the posts of the Applicant and two other

officers vacant.

The Hon'ble Tribunal heard Original

Application Nos, 205, 206, and 207 of 2024.

The Hon'ble Tribunal delivered a judgment

quashing the suspension order of the Applicant.

The Election Commission of India directed the
Chief Secretary to implement the Tribunal's

order regarding the Applicant's reinstatement,.




25/04/2024 -

26/04/2024 -

02/05/2024 -

The Applicant was reinstated in service as per

the Tribunal's direction.

The Hon’ble High Court of Bombay disposed
of the petition, considering that the Applicant

had been reinstated.

The Applicant was assigned election-related

duties to inspect the strong room.

11/05/2024, 18/05/2024, 25/05/2024, 29/05/2024, and 01/06/2024

23/05/2024 -

31/05/2024 -

—  The Applicant inspected the strong room

and found no untoward incidents.

Election Commission of India issued an order
that the Applicant should not be assigned any

election-related duties.

The Government issued an order to transfer the

Applicant's charge to another officer.




21/06/2024 —

31/07/2024 —

10/09/2024 -

28/09/2024 -

01/10/2024 —

15/10/2024 -

Departmental enquiry against the Applicant was
closed, and the decision was communicated to

the Divisional Commissioner, Pune.

Election Commission of India issued guidelines
regarding officers involved in past disciplinary

actions.

The Applicant was sent by the Collector for the
Certification  Programme  for  Returning

Officers.

Applicant successfully completed the online

refresher course for Returning Officers.

Notification of Returning Officers for Assembly
Constituencies was issued, including the

Applicant's post.

Election Commission of India issued the order

to keep the Applicant out of election duties.




17/10/2024 - Chief Electoral Officer informed the Divisional
Commissioner, Pune, regarding the

implementation of the 15/10/2024 order.

18/10/2024 - The charge of the Applicant’s election work
was transferred to another officer, Shri Sachin

Mbhaske.

Grave injustice and prejudice has been caused to the

Applicant.

Hence this Petition.

(ADVOCATE FOR THE APPLICANT)
(PUNAM MAHAJAN)

PUNE :
DATED : 20/10/2024




’___,__——-________

vLTAQF
* L.-’EFF- ENDRAN 1
oy /S REERaM pATO\K
[ ERA; uu-'-fﬁ.hd |
‘:: f'-in;:;:lmu
J‘f;) 'REGD. N 553 ! BEWORE THE MAHARASHTRA STATE ADMINISTRATIVE
~26/07) .‘LEB v
wb; o“/ TRIBUNAL, MUMBAI BENCH
R :
200CT 20,  ORIGINAL APPLICATIONNO OF 2024
BETWEEN

SHRI. VIKRAM MAHAJAN RAJPUT
APPLICANT

Vi/S.

STATE OF MAHARASHTRA AND OTHERS

RESPONDENTS
1) DETAILS OF THE APPLICATION :

PARTICULARS OF THE APPLICANT
Shri. Vikram Mahajan Rajput
Age — 34 years
Working as Tahsildar,
Purandar Dist.Pune
Residing at- Sukhangan Apartment,
Sonori Road, Saswad, Dist.Pune.
Mob N0.9922317071

E-mail id- vraj609@gmail.com




Address for service of notice

Same as above

APPLICANT

2)  PARTICULARS OF THE RESPONDENTS

1. State of Maharashtra,
Through the Additional Chief Secretary,
Revenue and Forest Department,
Mantralaya,

Mumbai - 400 032.

2. Divisional Commissioner
Pune Division
Council Hall Opp. Poona Club, Camp Area,

Pune - 411001

3. The Collector,
Opposite Sassoon Hospital,
Station Road,

Pune- 411 001.
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4. Additional Chief Secretary & Chief Electoral Officer,
General Administration Department
5 Floor Mantralaya,
Mumbai -400032
5. Election Commission of India,
Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road,
New Delhi - 110001

Email — cec{@eci.gov.in

Address for service of notice
Same as above

RESPONDENTS
3) PARTICULARS OF THE ORDER AGAINST WHICH
THE APPLICATION IS MADE:

DATE

ORDER NO.

SUBJECT IN BRIEF

The Applicant is aggrieved by the order dated 15/10/2024
issued by the Election Commission of India, whereby the applicant

is to be kept out of election duties and also the orders issued in
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pursuance of the order dated 15/10/2024, i.e orders dt. 17/10/2024
and 18/10/2024,

4)  JURISDICTION OF THE TRIBUNAL:

The Applicant declares that the subject matter of the order
against which he wants the redressal is within the jurisdiction of

the Tribunal.

5) LIMITATION:

The Applicant further declares that the application is within
the limitation period prescribed in section 21 of the Administrative

Tribunal Act. 1985.

6) FACTS OF THE CASE :

6.1. The Applicant is a State Government employee and is working
as Tahsildar Purandar Dist. Pune, Revenue and Forest Department.
The date of birth of the Applicant is 11/05/1989. The Applicant
belongs to the VINT Category. The Applicant joined the

Government service on 01/05/2016.




S

6.2. The Applicant is aggrieved by the order dt. 15/10/2024,
issued by the Respondent no. 5 to keep the applicant out of the
election duties.

Copy of the order dt. 15/10/2024 is annexed and marked as
Annexure Al.

6.3. The brief fact of the case are as under :-

The applicant submit that the Election Commission of India
had directed by the letter dated 06/02/2024 to place the applicant
under suspension immediately and also initiate disciplinary
proceedings. This direction was given in reference to the applicant,
Sub- Divisional officer and Sub Divisional police officer. This was
in reference to the incidence of theft of control unit of E.-V.M.
from strong room in Pune District these were demo units.

Copy of the letter dated 06/02/2024 is annexed and marked

as Annexure-A2.
6.4. The applicant submits that the Applicant along with the Sub
Divisional Officer, Smt. Varsha Landge was suspended by the
order dated 09/02/2024.

Copy of the suspension order dated 09/02/2024 is marked as

Annexure A3.
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6.5. The applicant challenged the Suspension order before this
Hon’ble Tribunal by filing O.A. 206/2024. It will be pertinent to
note at this juncture that the order two officers who were
suspended along with the applicant S.D.0 Varsha Lange and
SDPO Tanaji Barade, they had filed Original Application no.
205/2024 and 207/2024 respectively. The O.A. were heard on

15/02/2024.

- The Hon’ble Tribunal was pleased to direct the Respondents
that the post on which the Applicant and other 2 officers were

serving which were to be kept vacant.

Copy of the order dt 15/02/2024 is annexed and marked as

Annexure A4,

6.6. The applicant submits that the Hon'ble Tribunal was pleased
to finally hear the Original Application No.206 of 2024, along
with the other two Original Applications 205 of 2024 and 207 of
2024 dated 19/03/2024. The judgement in these Original
Applications was pronounced on 02/04/2024. The Hon'ble

Tribunal has given a very specific finding in favor of the
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applicants. The relevant portion of the judgement is reduced here

Iﬂ’?\}} and below for the sake of the reference and convenience-
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election period and emergency-movement/shifting of EVMs with
proper  security and safety arrangement of EVMs
warehouse/strong room and (ii) The protocol of EVM/VVPAT for
training and awareness and storage protocol are different. In36
O.4. 205, 206 & 207 all of 2024 terms of clause No. (a) of para
No. 5.6, which is titled as ., Storage Protocol’, the EVMs (Training
& Awareness) shall be stored in a separate designated warehouse,

not below the sub-division headquarters with proper security and

lock. It appears that the strength of security has not been
specifically directed and it is only prescribed as proper security
and lock. Unfortunately, the applicants have been made prima-
facie responsible for the lapses on their part in not following the
security protocol, which is not meant for the VM/VVPAT for

training and awareness.
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40. It is well settled that the Government servant should not be
suspended without their being any sufficient justification. The
Disciplinary Authority should exercise their discretion with utmost
care and caution. The general principle is that ordinarily the
suspension should not be ordered unless the allegations made
against the Government servant are of serious in nature and on
the basis of evidence available there, a prima-facie case is made
out for their dismissal or removal. It is also settled position that
the suspension is a device to keep the delinguent out of the
mischief range. The purpose is to complete the proceedings
unhindered. Suspension is an interim measure in the aid of
disciplinary proceedings so that the delinquent may not gain
custody or control of papers or take any advantage of his position.
In the instant case it appears that all the applicants have been
suspended without any reasons and justification. The Election
Commission of India has exercised the powers arbitrarily without
application of mind. Prima-facie, no case is made out against the
applicants for dereliction of duties and/or the negligence in
performing the duties. In the given set of allegations, it is very

unlikely that the case is made our against the applicants about
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their dismissal or removal. In the given set of allegations. if the
departmental enquiry is initiated against the applicants, their
suspension is not necessary in the aid of the departmental
proceedings as there is no question that the applicants may gain
custody or control of papers or take any advantage of their
respective positions.

41. In the instant case, by any stretch of imagination, the
applicants cannot be said to be a part of incidence of thefi. It has
been reported by the Superintendent of Police, Pune Rural that
from the investigation it appears that breaking into the Taluka
Treasury and stealing cash seems to be the motive of the thieves.
In my considered opinion, the Election Commission of India has
hastily directed the Chief Secretary, Government of Maharashtra
to suspend the applicants. The said direction issued by respondent
Election Commission of India appears to be without application of
mind. The affidavit in reply filed by the respondent Election

Commission of India particularly paragraph

No. 10 is reproduced herein below:-




10

“10. That the Answering Respondent submits that the
incidence of the theft of the EVMs, is an offence under the
Criminal law. It is highly sensitive issue, more so the
circumstances and the timing of the theft have taken place
when the Lok Sabha elections are round the corner. This
would create a wrong impression in the eves of the public
and would have a negative impact on the forthcoming
elections. It is also been the Election Commission's
endeavor to ensure that all elections are done without any
Jear or favour. This theft has the capability to tarnish the
reputation of the Commission which it is maintain
unblemished. Further, the suspension order which is a
subject matter of the application does not tantamount to
punishment. It is temporary and subject to further

investigation. "
42. It appears from the aforesaid paragraph that the Election
Commission of India has directed the suspension of the officers to
ensure that all the elections are done without any fear and favour
and further to erase the negative impact on the forthcoming
elections and also to maintain the reputation of the Commission. It
appears that the Election Commission of India has issued

suspension orders of the applicants for extraneous reasons by way

of victimization. | agree with the submissions made on behalf of
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the applicants that the applicants have been made scapegoat in the

entire process. To my mind, the impugned orders of the

ARA |2 '}) suspensions are punitive in nature. This is an arbitrary exercise of
L-JI ‘U L .lI

exp, Tl / 7

UEE?& / powers by the Election Commission of India, leave apart, that
1EW 7

whether the Election Commission of India has power to direct the
suspension of the offices when Section 28-A of the Representation
of the People Act, 1951 prescribes that the Returning Officer,
Presiding Officer. Polling Officer and any other officer appointed
under this part or any police officer designated for the time being
by the State Government, for the conduct of any election shall be
deemed to be on deputation on Election Commission for the period
commencing on and from the date of the notification calling for
such election and ending with the date of declaration of the results
of such election and accordingly, such officers, shall, during that
period, be subject to the control, superintendence and discipline of
the Election Commission.

Copy of the judgment in O.A. No. 205 to 207 is annexed

and marked as Annexure AS.
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6.7. The Hon’ble Tribunal was pleased to quash and set aside the
suspension order of the applicant and direct the Respondents to
reinstate the applicant on the original post of the Tahasildar,
Purandar, District Pune forthwith.

6.8. In the meantime, the Chief Electoral Officer filed a petition
before the Hon’ble High Court of Bombay challenging the order of
this Hon’ble Tribunal dated 02/04/2024. Tt will be relevant to note
at this juncture that the Election Commission of India by its letter
dated 22/04/2024 directed the Chief Secretary, Government of
Mabharashtra to implement the order of this Hon'ble Tribunal dated
02/04/2024 regarding reinstatement of the applicant as well as the
SDO and SDPO. Copy of the letter dated 22/04/2024 is annexed

and marked as Annexure A#6.

6.9. The applicant in pursuance of the letter dated 22/04/2024
was immediately reinstated in service on 25/04/2024, as per the
direction of the Tribunal in OA No. 206 of 2024 dated 02/04/2024.
Copy of the reinstatement order of the applicant dated 25/4/2024 is

annexed and marked as Annexure A7.
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6.10. The Hon’ble High Court by order dated 26/04/2024
disposed of the petition by taking into consideration the order of
the Election Commission of India dated 22/04/2024, and that the
applicant has been reinstated. Copy of the order dated 26/04/2024
of the Hon’ble High Court of Bombay is annexed and is marked as
Annexure AS.

6.11. The applicant by the order dated 02/05/2024 was assigned
the election work of inspection of the strong room. The inspection
was on 11/05/2024, 18/05/2024, 25/05/2024, 29/05/2024, 01/06/
2024. The applicant accordingly inspected the strong room and
there was no untoward incident. Copy of the order dated
02/05/2024 is annexed and is marked as Annexure A9,

6.12. The applicant submits that all of a sudden on 23/05/2024, an
order was issued by the Election Commission of India that the
counting of votes is scheduled for June 4, 2024, it may be ensured
that the said officers should not be assigned any election related
duty. These officials may be assigned any other non-election
related work as state administration deem fit. Copy of the letter

dated 23/05/2024 is annexed and is marked as Annexure A10.
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6.13. The Government, therefore by the order dated 31/05/2024 ﬁ{ﬁ
/ VEL

directed that the charge of the post of the applicant is to be given f /SHRE

(GJf ERA
[r} | PU?
to some other competent officer in pursuance of the letter dated | 2 ®2/F

B
A R -

31/05/2024. Copy of the letter dated 31/05/2024 is annexed and % 4,38
marked as Annexure All.

6.14. The applicant further submits that the charge of the
applicant was temporarily handed over to Smt. Shailaja Shashikant
Patil and Assistant Rehabilitation Officer Project, District, Pune.
Copy of the order dated 31/05/2024 of transferring the charge to
another officer is annexed and marked as annexure A12.

6.15. The applicant submits that the joint departmental enquiry of
the SDO as well as the applicant was closed considering the facts
and circumstances of the case. It was decided that there was no
necessity to proceed with the departmental enquiry, the
government informed this decision by the letter dated 21/06/2024
to the Divisional Commissioner Pune. Copy of the closure of the
department enquiry order dated 21/06/2024 is annexed and marked
as Annexure Al3.

6.16. The applicant submits that the guideline of the Election

Commission of India for the general elections to Legislative
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Assemblies in the year 2024 is issued on 31/07/2024. The
applicant crave leave of the Hon’ble Tribunal to refer to sub clause
(iv) of clause (6) the same is reproduced here in below
6. (iv) It is further directed that the officers/officials
against whom the Commission had not recommended
disciplinary action in past and which is pending or which has
resulted in a penalty or the officers who have been charged
for any lapse in any election or election related work in the
past, shall not be assigned any election related duty. However,
an officer who was transferred during any past election under
the Commission's order without any recommendation of
disciplinary actions will not be, just on this ground,
considered for transfer, unless specifically so directed by the

Commission. A copy of the Commission's instruction number

464/INST/2008-EPS dated 23rd December 2008 regarding
tracking of names of tainted officers is enclosed. CEOs must

ensure its compliance.
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This category deals with the tainted officers. The applicant
does not fall under this category as the departmental enquiry
against the applicant is already closed by the order dated 21/06/
2024, and therefore it cannot be said that the applicant has been
charged for any lapse in any election or election related work in
the past, the applicant has once again, be victimized, which will be
evident from the further factual data

Copy of the guidelines of ECI dated 31/7/2024 is annexed

and marked as Annexure Al4.

6.17. The applicant submits that the Applicant was sent by the
Collector for the Certification Programme for Returning Officers
and Assistant, Returning Officers by the letter dated 10th of
September 2024. The applicant has successfully completed the
training. Copy of the letter dated 10/09/2024 regarding the training
for election is annexed and is marked as Annexure AlS,

6.18. The Applicant submits that the applicant successfully

completed the online refresher course Returning Officers and
Assistant, Returning Officers on 3 & 4 October 2024 name is at S.

No. 142 and the applicant has qualified in the evaluation. Copy of
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the letter dated 28/09/ 2024 address to the District Election Officer
from the office of Chief Electoral Officer Maharashtra state is
annexed and is marked as Annexure A16.

6.19. The Applicant submits that on 01/10/2024, the notification of
the Returning Officer of the Assembly Constituencies in the State
of Maharashtra is issued 202 Purandar Sub Divisional Officer
Purandar and Tahsildar Purandar have been notified. Copy of the
notification dated 01/10/2024 is annexed and marked as Annexure

Al7.

6.20. All of a sudden to the shock and dismay of the applicant,
letter dated 15/10/2024 is issued by the Election Commission of

India, whereby the applicant is to be kept out of election duties.

It will be pertinent to note that the SDO is allowed to
continue at her present post and perform the election duties as

Returning Officer of Purandar Assembly Constituency:.

6.21. The applicant submits that the Chief Electoral Office has
informed the Divisional Commissioner Pune Division Pune that in

pursuance of the letter dated 15/10/2024, appropriate steps be
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taken. Copy of the letter dated 17/10/2024 addressed to the
Divisional Commissioner Pune is annexed and marked as

Annexure AlS.

6.21. The applicant further submits that by the letter dated 18/10/

2024, the charge of the election work of the applicant is withdrawn

and the same is given to another Tahsildar Shri. Sachin Mhaske.
Copy of the order dated 18/10/2024 is annexed marked as

Annexure Al9.

6.22. Applicant is aggrieved by the order dated 15/10/2024, and
also the orders issued in pursuance of the order dated 15/10/2024,
i.e 17/10/2024 and 18/10/2024. The applicant is approaching on
the following grounds amongst other grounds which are taken

without Prejudice to one another.-

6.23.1 The impugned orders dated 15/10/2024, and
subsequent orders on 16/10/2024, 17/10/2024, and
18/10/2024 are contrary to the findings of this Hon’ble
Tribunal in O.A. Nos. 205, 206, and 207 of 2024, dated

02/04/2024, The Tribunal has explicitly held that there was
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no lapse on the part of the applicant, and yet, these orders
have been issued arbitrarily and without any basis. The
Respondents have completely ignored the Tribunal's binding

directions, making the impugned orders illegal and liable to

be quashed.

6.23.2 The Election Commission of India has treated the
applicant arbitrarily by removing him from election duties
while allowing similarly situated officers, such as the Sub-
Divisional Officer (SDO), to continue their election-related
responsibilities. This discriminatory treatment violates the
applicant's fundamental right to equality guaranteed under
Article 14 of the Constitution of India, as the applicant has

been singled out without any valid justification.

6.23.3 The applicant's setting aside of the suspension by the
Hon’ble Tribunal and the subsequent closure of the
departmental enquiry by the Government (vide order dated
21/06/2024) clearly indicate that the applicant is not facing
any charges or lapses related to his official duties.

Therefore, the impugned orders issued under the pretext of
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"tainted officers” under the Election Commission guidelines
are inapplicable to the applicant, further reinforcing that

these orders are illegal and should be set aside.

6.23.4 The applicant has successfully conducted election
duties for the Lok Sabha elections until 29/05/2024, without
any complaints or lapses. The impugned orders imply
unfounded concerns about the applicant’s capability, despite
his proven track record. These orders, therefore, lack merit
and were passed without any objective assessment of the

applicant’s performance.

6.23.5 The impugned orders will tarnish the applicant’s
service record permanently, affecting future elections and
his professional reputation. This unjust and arbitrary
decision will leave a scar on the applicant’s career without

any valid justification or procedural fairness.

6.23.6 The impugned orders appear to have been passed for
extraneous reasons, unrelated to any alleged misconduct by
the applicant. The removal of the applicant from election

duties is punitive and intended to victimize him, as
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evidenced by the discriminatory treatment vis-a-vis other

similarly situated officer.

6.23.7 The impugned orders are based on guidelines issued

by the Election Commission, which pertain to "tainted

officers." However, since the departmental enquiry against
the applicant has been closed, these guidelines are not
applicable to the applicant’s case, making the impugned

orders without legal basis.

6.23.8 The Election Commission of India, while issuing the
impugned order dated 15/10/2024, has acted without
applying its mind to the specific facts and circumstances of
the applicant's case. The order has been passed in a
mechanical manner, without considering the Tribunal's
earlier judgment or the applicant’s clean service record.
Such non-application of mind makes the order arbitrary and
unsustainable in law.

6.23.9 The impugned orders were issued without following
the established procedures for removal from election duties.

The guidelines set by the Election Commission, particularly
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those concerning departmental enquiries and "tainted

—

officers,” have not been properly invoked or justified in this { QF_“
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6.23.10 The applicant has an exemplary service record and . L, fﬂ:
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has successfully carried out election-related duties in the
past without any complaints or allegations. The impugned
orders are in stark contradiction to the applicant's past
performance and fail to provide any valid reasons for this
sudden change. The orders, therefore, appear unjustified and
motivated by extraneous reasons.

6.23.11 There is no adverse report or finding against the
applicant that could justify his removal from election duties.
In the absence of any negative appraisal of the applicant’s
conduct, the impugned orders lack any factual or legal
foundation, rendering them illegal.

6.23.12 The respondents have failed to observe administrative

fairness in issuing the impugned orders. The decision to

remove the applicant from election duties was taken without

a proper inquiry or verification of facts, which violates the
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principles of fairness in administrative decision-making.
This unfair treatment makes the impugned orders liable to
be quashed.

6.23.13 The Election Commission of India has overstepped its
authority by issuing the impugned orders. The removal of
the applicant from election duties, in the absence of any
pending enquiry or proven misconduct, is bevond the
powers vested in the Election Commission under the
Representation of the People Act, 1951. Therefore, the
impugned orders are ultra vires and void ab initio.

6.23.14 The applicant had a legitimate expectation to continue
his election duties based on his successful performance and
clean service record. The sudden removal without cause or
explanation has violated this legitimate expectation, which
is a recognized ground for challenging arbitrary
administrative decisions.

6.23.15 The arbitrary removal of the applicant from election
duties will not only damage his current standing but also
affect his ability to be assigned crucial responsibilities in

future elections. This action, therefore, has far-reaching
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consequences, causing irreparable harm to the applicant’s

professional career.

Grave injustice and prejudice has been caused to the Applicant.

Hence this petition.
7)  DETAILS OF THE REMEDIES EXHAUSTED :

The Applicant says that there is no statutory remedy
available to the Applicant, under the Service Rules. Therefore,
except this application, there is no other alternative and efficacious

remedy available to the Applicant herein.

8) MATTER NOT PREVIOUSLY FILED OR PENDING

WITH ANY OTHER COURT :

The Applicant further declares that he has not previously
filed any application regarding the matter except those which are
mentioned in this original application in respect of this application
been made before any Court of law or any other authority or any

bench of Tribunal.
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RELIEF SOUGHT :

In view of the facts mentioned in paragraph (6) above

Applicant pray for the following relief :

10)

a) That this Hon'ble Tribunal be pleased to quash and set
order dated 15/10/2024, and also the orders issued in
pursuance of the order dated 15/10/2024, i.e 17/10/2024 and
18/10/2024 and direct the Respondents to allow the
Applicant to discharge the election duty with all
consequential service benefits.

b) That such orders as justice and convenience may demand
from time to time be passed in favour of the Applicant.
INTERIM RELIEF IF ANY PRAYED FOR :

a) That this Hon’ble Tribunal be pleased to stay the effect
and operation of the order dated 15/10/2024, 17/10/2024
and 18/10/2024 till the final decision of this original
application and allow the applicant to continue to do the

election work on the post of Tahsildar, Purandar Dist. Pune
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b) That pending the admission of this matter the Hon’ble

Tribunal be pleased to issue ad-interim order in terms of

prayer 10(a) and (b).

11) PARTICULARS OF THE POSTAL ORDER :

1)  Number of the Postal Order

2)  Amount of the Postal Order

3)  Name of the Post Office

4)  Date of the Postal Order.

12) LIST OF ENCLOSURES
INDEX ABOVE.

Rs, 50/-

Pune

AS

A

v

(o

A

PER

(ADVOCATE FOR THE APPLICANT)

(PUNAM MAHAJAN)

PUNE
DATED : 20/10/2024
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(MAHARASHTRA)
REGD, NO. 9984

VERIFICATION
I, Shri. Vikram Mahajan Rajput, Age — 35 years, Working as

Tahsildar, Residing at - Sukhangan Apartment, Sonori Road, -
Saswad. Applicant as stated in the title of the Original application,
do hereby verify that the contents of paragraph nos. 1 to 6, of the
original application are true to my personal knowledge and that the
contents of paragraph nos. 7, 10, 11, 12 being grounds and prayers
are believed to be true on legal advice and that I have not

suppressed any material facts.

[V goped).

SIGNA E APPLICANT

(ADVOCATE FOR THE APPLICANT)
(PUNAM MAHAJAN)

gFORE o

N\ VEERENDRA S. AT

\ NOTARY (GOVT. OF INDIA)
R ANDWANA, PUNE (MAHARASHTRA)
__ REGN. No. 9994

MOTED AND REG DAT
/SERIAL NUMBER Pl

PUNE
DATE  :20/10/2024







ANNEXURE - Al n3
By e-mail/Speed Post
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA RO NEWDELHI- 110001 .
No. 464/ME/2024 (EVM)/WS-T Dated:15% October, 2024

To
The Chief Eloctoral Officer
Meharashtra, °

(SX.DAg)
SECRETARY



ANNEXORE ~A>-

BBy c-mai I/Speed Post

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAL, NEW DELLI - | 1 nul

No. 464/MH2024 (EVMYWS- 1| Dated: 6 February, 2024
To

The Chiel Seeretary

Government of Maleelia,

Mumbai,
Subject - Theft of Cantrol Unit 0f EVM from strong room in Pune District — regarding.
Sir,

I am directed to reicr 1o letter No. EVM 2023/C.R.701/23/33 dated
06/02/2024 of the Chief Electoral 0)(ficer, Moharashtra enclosing therewith letter No, PEE-

2KAVI0/2024 dated 05/0272024 of the Collector and Distriet Election Officer, Pune
regarding theft of Control Unit of VM from strong room in Pune District (copies
enclosed).

2 In view of the facts montinaed in the above relerred letiers, the Commission
has directed that Sub-Divisional (117icer, Tahsildor and Sub-Divisional Police Officer
concerned be placed under su<podon immediately and disciplinary proceedings be
initiated against them.

3, Further, the Commisi hius jilso direcied to call for an explanation from the
District Election Officer, Pune and = rintendent of Police (Rural), Pune for not ensuring
security protocols of “Training & “vworeness’ strong room as contained in para 6{a) of

Commission’s letter No. 51/8/T&A 2 1-EMS dated 11™ November, 2021 {copy enclosed).

4, Compliance report in 111+ respeet, should be received in the Commission latest
by 3.00 p.m. on 12" February, 2024
Yours faithfully,

(5. k. DAS)
SECRETARY

Copyto:- The Chief Electoral Uitjcer, Maharashtra, Mumbai for information and
necessary action.
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(GEI J 2008} 160,000—2.2015; Spl- MATE.2 E
IN THE MAHARASHTRA ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
MUMBAI

MAJ/R AJ/C.A No. of 20
IN
COriginal Application No. uf 20

FARAD CONTINUATION SHEET NO.

Hfice Notes, (fflice Memorsnda of Corum,
Appearance, Tribunal's arders or Tribunul's orders
directions und Registrne's ardirs

Date: 15.02.2024

O.A. Noe.205 to 207 of 2024

V. Landge

V.M. Rajput

T.D. Barde weennApplicants
Versus

The State of Maharashtra & Ors. -...Respondents.

1 Heard Smt. Punam Mahajan, learned Advocate

for Applicant and Shn A, Chougule, learned
Preseating Officer for Respondents.

2, Learned Advocate for Applicants stated that (i)
Applicant in OANo 20520249 who i2 from cudre of
Tieputy Collector” and working as ‘Sub-Divisional
OfMcer’ Purandhar, District Pune’, [ii] Applicant i
0.A No 206/ 2024 who is [rom cadre of ‘Tuhsildar
and workmg as Tahsildar’; Purandhar, District Pune
and [iii) Applicant in 0.A.No.207/2024 who is from
cadre of 'Deputy Superintendent of Police® and
working as. ‘Sub-Dwisional Police Officer, Bhor,
District Pune were served with ‘Suspension Orders'
by i) Revenue and Forest Department on 09.02. 2024
& (i} Home Department on 08.02.2024 as per
directions given by ‘Election Commission of India’
letter  dated 06.02.2024 1o ‘'Chiefl Seacretary,

Government of Maharashtra'

3 Learmed  Advocate  for  Applicants then
nirrated deluils of the ‘lncident of Theft” of ‘One
Central Unit® of 'IKVM° which has resulted in

‘Suspension Orders’ being served on Applicants. She




3¢

Offico Notes, Office Memoranda of Cornm,
Appanrance, Tribunal's orders or
directions and Registrar's orders

Tribunal's orders

welded that 40 EVM's & VVPAT's which were meant Lo
be used anly for Troining and Awareness’ purposcs
tnd been stored in 'Office Building' of “Tahsil Office,

Snswod, Disieiet Pane’

4 Learned Advecate for Applicant produced copy
report submitted on 06.02 2024 by Districl Collector
and District Election Officer. Punc' to ACS & Chief
Electroral Officer. Maharashtra  Siate about this
dncident’ of Theft! of '‘One Central Umil’ of "EVM'
which mentions in details about “Security & Safvwy’
arrangements which had been mucle for storage of 40
FVM's & VVPAT'S in ‘Office Building’ of Tahsi! Office,
Qaswped  Distriet  Pune  aboul  ongoing ‘Palice

| pvestigations’

B Learned Advocate for Applicant then drow to
the ‘Suspension Orders’ which have hl.'lﬂ'n irsucd by (i)
‘Revenue and Forest Department’ on 09.02 2024 lor
Applicants in LA N 205,/ 2024 and
Oy A Ne 2062024, (i Home Department o on
08.02.2024 for Appheant in (.ANo 20772024 to
emphasize that they only refer to the directions of the
Flection Commission of India’ lelter datced
U6 02,2024 1o 'Chicf Sceretary. Government ol

Maharyshira

B Learned  Advocate for Applicanis  further
referred 1o the GAAD. G.R. dated 07.02.2024 which
has heen imaued as per dirccuons of ‘Eleetion
Commission of India' letter duted 0B 02,2024 o
constitute an ‘Enguiry Committee’ of High level
Officers” 1o enguire shout the ‘Incident of Thelt™ of
One Control Unit" of EVM on U4 02.2024 from
premises of "OlMice Building” of Tuhsil Office, Sanwad,
istricl Pune’.  She mentioned that these ‘High Level
Officers’ consisung of f,:j Thvisibnal Commassionor

Punc as Chairman and (i) "Special LG.H. Kolhapur
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IN THE MAHARASHTRA ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
MUMBAI

MA/RANA, No. uf 20
IN
Originol Application Ne. of 20

FARAD CONTINUATION SHEET NO.

Office Noles, OMice Memoranda of Coram,
Appeursnce, Tribunal's urdore or Tribunal's ard
dirvolions wnd Registrur's ordees 3 i

e

Range' as ‘Member' have been dirgeted to submil
their 'Enguiry Repont’ by 12.02.2024

T Learned Advocale for Applicants based on

information reccivod from Applicant mn
C.ANG205/2024 also mentioned that pest of Sub
Divisional Officer, Purandar, District Pune' is not
included 1 ‘Netification” under “Section 22" of the
‘Representation of the People's Aet, 19517 as
‘Assistant Returning Officer’ for conduct of "‘General

Election 1o Lok Sabha : 2024°

8. Learned Advocate (or Applicants further statcd
that in the context of the GAD. GR. dated
07.02.2024 1o constitute Enguiry Committee afl 'ligh
Level Officer’, she would like 1o melude 'ACS & Chiel
Electoral OfMicer. Moharashira Siate’ as Hespondent
Nod in OANO.2US/2024 with (LA, No206/2024

with €A 207 72024

9 Learned PO, stalcd that the ‘Suspension
Orders’ were issucd by i) Revenue and Foresl
Department” on 09.02.2024 of Appleants in OA
No 205/20024 and OMN Na.206/2024 and (u} Home
Department on 08.02.2024 of Applicant in QA
No, 207 /2024 as per provisions of ‘Rule 4[1}ja)’ ol
Maharashira Civil Services (Discipline & Appoal)
Rules, 1979" and have been issucd in observance of
with the direclions given by the 'Election Commission
of India’ letter dated 06.02.2024 e ‘Chief Sverelary

CGavernment of Maharashira’
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Offles Notes, Dffice Memoranda of Coram,
Appanrance, Tribunals orders or
direetions and Rogintrar's arders

Tribunal's orders

1. The learned PO further stuted thal Flection

Commission of India jetter  cated 06 n2.2024'

addressed 1o Chiel  Sceretary. Government  of
Maharashtra has reference 10 report submitted by
ACS & Chief Electoral Officer Moharashira Slate on
06.02. 2024 which. had enclosed the report of 1district
Collector & DEO Puni dated 05022024 aboul the
|refdent of Theft” of ‘Gne Central Unit” of EVM from
oremises of Ofice Building’ of Tahsil Office, Saswad,

Digtricy Pune’

I The leamned Advocaie for ~Applicant and
lenrned PO lor Respondents Werr heard at length
about the legal challenge 10 Susprnmen Orders” of
Applicants ynder Provismons of “Section 197 of the
‘A dministrative Tnbunals Act 19857

12 The Suspension Orders’ isnucd hy "Rovenue
and Fores: Department’ on 09.02 2024 in respeet of
Apphieants  in OA No 2072024 and (i) Homc
Depariment on U8.02 S1y24 in respect of Applicant in
OA N 2052024 and OA No 2062024 camc 10 (47
sssued hurriedly, it was of naterial importance for the
Cadre Contralhng Auiharities’ of the Applicants 1o
cansider the ropon st hmitied by sl Collector &
isiricr  Eleetion  Offteer, Pune 1o AUS & Chiel
Bleotoral Officer, Mahurashira State on 06022024
and the report of Wistrict Collecior & DEO Pune’
duted 05.02.2024 which divulged many facts relaling
16 the Tneident of Theft’ of One Central Unit’ of 1EVM
from amongst 40 KVM's and VVPAT's kepl separately
in ‘Separatc Departmental Warchouses' os  per
mstretion an Electinn Commission of India lettor

dawed 11.11:2021 The arrangements made for

Safcty and Sceurity’ of these 40 FVMs and VVPATS

which were stored 10 Separale Departmentil
Warehouses' 1o have been commensuraly us the
Separaty Departmuntal Witrchouse was ¢0 lecuted

adjacent (o the Sub Treasury’ And Sub Jailtin Offiee
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IN THE MAHARASHTRA ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
MUMBAI

MA/MRAJ A, No. of 20
IN
Original Application No. uf' 20

FARAD CONTINUATION SHEET NoO,

Office Notos, OfMice Memorands of Coram,
Appesrance, Tribunul's ordery or Tl ¥
b ]
directions und Raglntror's wrdoers unal's ordors

Building of Tahsil Office. Saswad, District Pune.
Further, the ‘Enquiry Report’ of committee of ‘High
Level Officers’ was also expected to be submitted 10
‘Additional Chiel Seeretary’ and Chief Electoral
Officer, Maharashtra  State’ by letter dated
12.02.2024 which is expected to throw further light
un aboul many other aspects which led 1o the
Incidence of Theft' of ‘One Central Unit’ of EVM® on
intervening night of (04.02.2024. The relevant
directions of Election Commission of India which
required the 40 EVM's & VVPATS to be stored in
Sepurate  Designated Warehouses' under direct
charge of (i} Sub-Divisional Officer, (i) Tahsildar &
(Wi} Sub-Divisional Police Officer become pertinent o
decide about the individual culpability of Applicants,
The guidelines of Eclction Commisssion of India
which specific mention the protocol for ‘Security and
Safety’ upplicable to ‘Several Designated Warebouses'
#8 compared to ‘FLC SL.:erR Roomy’ should have also
been referred to by both (i) Revenue & Forest
Department and (ii) Home Department. Hence, ull
these material facts were required to be considered by
(1] ‘Revenue and Forest Department”, (i) Home
Department o establish that there indecd wWas
‘Application of Mind'. Legal Principles laid down by
several landmark judgments of (i) ‘Honble Supreme
Court’ and i) *Hen'ble Hombay High Court’ in respeet
of exercige of ‘Statutory Powers' to issue ‘Buspension
Crder’ should have been reférred to as olherwise
these would be wulnerable in Judicial Review on

grounds such as (i) Unlawful Exercise of Statutoey

Powers (i) Arbitrary Exercise of St ututory Powers.

D,
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Mfice Notes, Offics Memoranda of Coram,
Appenrance, Trihunal's orders or Tri
directions and Registrar's orders T
13 The “Suspension Orders’ issucd by 1] ‘Revenue

and Forest Department’ on 09.02.2024, (w) tHome
Department on (08.01.2024 have been wsucd under
®Rule 4ilial of the Maharashira Civil Beraces
Disciphne & Appeal) E-.iles 19TO wre cldearly in
contemplation of ‘IJisciplinary Procoedings’ sgainst
the Applicants. lHence evidently, {he action taken
agains! Applicanis is of ‘Intenm Suspension’ and nol
‘Suspension as Punishment’ as finely distnguished
by Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in RP Kapur vs.
Union of India - AIR 1964 SC THY Henee, Laking
into  consideration  the observation  of Hounble
Supreme Court of inclia Both it *Hevenoe snd Forest
Department” & i) ‘Home Department” would be at
liberty to review the ‘Suspension Orders” of the
Applichnts ud pUr Provisians nf Kole Fe) of the ‘MES
D & Al Rules 1976" ax 'prima-facie) the File Muting’
dicate that there was no independent ‘Application
uf Mind' by ‘Competent Authority” while exUriRing
Siatutoly Powers' under provisions af Kule 411] (&) of
Maharashtra Civil Services [Discipline & Appeal
Rules, 18979' and  Suspension Order’ of the
Applicanis it appears came 10 be mechanically issucd
based anly on the directions of ‘Flection Cammission
of India’ lenier dated 06.02.2024 jo “Chiel Scerelary.

Government of Maharashtra'

14 The ‘Suspension  Order’  msucd hurnedly
against Applicants without considering all facls and
circumsianees relating Lo ynetdent of Thelt” of *One
Control Unit” of ‘EVM' from the premises of “Uffice
Building’ of Tahsil Offiee, Suswad, District Punc
therefore appears 1o be "Stigmatic n Nature” because
Applicants have been pronounced puilty even belore
Disciplimary Proceedings’ have been initiated under
MCS 1D & A Rules 1979 and ax haghlighted by
Henble Supreme Court of Indin have the effect of

beinge “SUsprnsion 48 Pumshment’




WGCI J 2a0i8) 150.000--2-201 1)

IN THE MAHARASHTRA ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
MUMBAI

MA/RAJC.A. No. of 20
IN
Uriginal Application No. ol’ 20

FARAD CONTINUATION SHEET NO,

Office Noten, Office Memorunds of Corum,
Appearance, Tribunnl's orders uF
directions wnd Regisirar's orders

Tribunal's orders

15 The (i) 'Revenue and Forest Department’ and
(] Home Department’ as Respondents are expected

to convey Lheir stand within 'One Week' [rom

uploading of this order about willingness to review
the ‘Suspension Orderrs’ of Applicants ds  per
provisions of Rule Sle) of MCS (D & A) Rules 1976,
Hence, in the meanwhile the posts on which
Applicants were sérving, which are not directly
connected with conduct of 'General Election: 2024' 1o
Lok Sabha be kept vacant 1ill Affidavits-in-Reply are
fled in QA N0.205/2024 with O.A.2D6/2024 with
(LAZ07 /2024 respectively by (3] Revenue & Forest

Department and (it} Home Department

6. In the aforesaid context, the issue regarding

granting af Interim Reliel is kept open.

17. Learncd Advacate for Applicant an instruction
from Applicants states that the Applicants were not
given personal hearing and they were asked 1o give

wrillen representution

18. Learned P.O. states that the :'-.ppl:'r;rmllcnuld
not nveke  provisions of ‘Section 19° of the
‘Admimstrative Tribunal Act, 1985 before secking
redresssl on their grievances in respect of their
Buspension  Order’ because of provisions of
Mabkarashira Civil Services  [Discipline & Appeal]

Rules, 1479
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Office Motes, Office Memoranda of Coram,
Appuoarance, Trihunal®s ardors or
directions and Registrar's orders

Tribunal' & orders

18 Lesrned Advocate for Applicant sLaics thin
bised on submission of the propusition of the leas ned
.0, regarding the maintanability of the O.A,, stales
(hat an the basis of Judgment of “Honble Bumbay
High Court’ in ‘Wnt Pelition No. u6e60/2014 ducided
on O 12,2024 1 is ‘clearly mention that there is no
embargo 10 enterlain the A and as per provision of

weetion 20" af ‘Administrative Tribunal Act, 1985

3ty The office objections, il any, arc 1o be remaved
and court lces 1o be paid, if already pad.

i R lssue notice before admisswon returmnable on
22.02.2024

22 Applicant s authorized and dirceted 1o senve
on Respondont ntimation netice ol date of hearing
duly authenticated by Registry, along wilh complete
paper book of OA Private  servive s allowed
Respondents are put 1o notice thal the case may be
taken up for final disposal at the slage of admissumn
heanng

23, This intimation/notice s prdered under Rulc
11 of the Maharasiitra Admintstrative  Tribunal
(Pracedure) Rules, 1988, and the guesuons such as
limitation and aliernale remedy arc kupL open.

24 v Hand delivery, spect]l pust., ourier not e ik
he servied snd acknowledgementi b obtained ond
produced along with afMdavit of complinee in the
Registry within onc weck. Applicant is directed to fle
Alfidzsvit of compliance and nolice

25, In case nolce is mol eallected wathin seven
days or service report on affidavit iy not filed three’

diuys before  returnuble dute, the Origmal |/
Miscellancous Applications shall be placed on hoard
belare the concerned Henghes under the eapltion “for
Dismissal” and therealter on the subscquent date the
Ongnal |/ Miscellancaus Applications shall sund
disrmisscd. :

26, Q.07 to 20.02.2024.
sd/-

{Debashish Chakrabarty)
Member (A}
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0.A. 205, 206 & 207 all of 2024

MAHARASHTRA ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
MUMBAI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NOS. 205, 206 & 207 ALL OF 2024
(Subject - Suspension)

1. ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 205 OF 2024

DISTRICT : PUNE

Smt. Varsha Landge, )
Age : 38 years, )
Working as Deputy Collector / Sub Divisional)
Officer (under Suspension) Purandar, Dist. Pune.)
Residing at- Purandar, Dist. Pune. )

APPLICANT

2. ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 206 OF 2024
DISTRICT : PUNE

Shri. Vikram Mahajan Rajput,

Age : 34 years,

Working as Tahsildar (under Suspension)
Purandar, Dist. Pune.

Residing at- Sukhangan Apartment,
Sonori Road, Sasswad, Dist. Pune.

I L M
1

APPLICANT

3. ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 207 OF 2024

DISTRICT : PUNE

Shri. Tanaji Dilip Barade, )
Age : 36 years, )
Working as Sub Divisional Pelice Officer, Bhor,)
Pune Rural, (under Suspension) )
Saswad, Dist. Pune. )
Residing at- At. Post-Raogaon, Tal. Karmala, )
Dist. Solapur. )

APPLICANT
VERSUS

1. State of Maharashtra,
Through Additional Chief Secretary,

Home Department, Mantralaya,
Mumbai- 400 032.
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2. The Director General of Police,
Maharashtra State, Mumbai,
Maharashtra Police Headquarter,
Shahid Bhagat Singh Marg, Colaba,
Mumbai- 400 001.

— e w— ——

3. The Superintendent of Police, )
Pune Rural, Chavan-nagar, Pashan )
Road, Pune-411 008. )

4. A.C.S. & Chief Election Officer, )
General Administration Department, )
5t Floor, Madamcama Road, )
Hutatma Rajguru Chowk, )
Mantralaya, Mumbai-32. )

5. Election Commission of India, )
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, )
New Delhi-110001. )

. COMMON RESPONDENTS

APPEARANCE : Smt. Punam Mahajan, Counsel for Applicants
in all these O.As..

: Ms. S.P. Manchekar, Chief Presenting Officer
for respondent authorities in all these O.As.

: Shri Alok Sharma, counsel for respondent No.5

CORAM : Hon’ble Justice Shri V.K. Jadhav, Member (J)

RESERVED ON : 19.03.2024
DATE : 02.04.2024

COMMON-ORDER
(Through Video Conferencing)

1. Heard Smt. Punam Mahajan, learned counsel
appearing for the applicants, Ms. S.P. Manchekar, learned Chief

Presenting Officer appearing for respondent authorities and Shri
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Alok Sharma, learned counsel for respondent No. 5 i.e. Election

Commission of India.

2. All three applicants in the aforesaid three respective
Original Applications are the Government servant from different
cadres, however, they were served with the suspension orders by
the Revenue and Forest Department on 09.02.2024 and Home
Department on 08.02.2024 in terms of the directions given by
the Election Commission of India by communication dated
06.02.2024 sent to the Chief Secretary, Government of
Maharashtra. The applicants have been suspended for the lapses
on their part in making security arraignments for the Electoral
Voting Machines and VVPATs (in short EVMs-VVPATSs). Thus all
these Original Applications are taken together for discussion and

decided by this common judgment and order.

3. Brief facts as stated by the applicants giving rise to all
these Original Applications are as follows :-
(1) In view of the upcoming Parliamentary Elections, the
Election Commission of India vide its letters dated
17.11.2023 and 20.11.2023 issued instructions regarding
distribution of EVMs-VVPATs for public awareness

campaign. The necessary instructions have been issued to
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the Nodal Officer EVM-VVPAT Management to allot the said
machines for awareness and training to 21 Assembly
Constituencies and to communicate all the political parties
in this regard on 24.11.2023. In terms of contents of the
EVM Manual and also as per the instructions given by the
Election Commission of India in this regard, detailed
instructions were given with respect to storage, security
and distribution of the EVMs-VVPATs for Training and
Awareness to all the SDOs by the Collector vide letter dated
08.12.2023. In terms of these instructions, distributed
EVMs-VVPATs for Awareness and Training are required to
be stored at designated strong rooms at a respective Sub

Divisional headquarters with proper security and lock.

(i) In view of above, 40-Electoral Voting Machines i.e.
EVMs (CU-40, BU-40 and VVPAT-40) were allotted to 202-
Purandar Legislative Assembly Constituency in Pune
District for Voters awareness and Publicity. These
machines were kept in strong room at Tahsil Office,
Purandar at Pune. After completing awareness campaign
during the day hours, all the EVM-VVPAT machines were
again kept in the strong room and the strong room used to

be sealed. As per security protocol, on every working day,
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the in-charge of strong room opens the strong room and
gives two machines to supervisors of awareness team and
in the evening, these machines are kept back in the strong
room. After sealing the strong room is under the

surveillance of security guards and CCTV installed therein.

(iii) On 05.02.2024 at 10.00 a.m., Tahsil office staff,
Purandar found that the sealed strong room lock was
broken. This fact was communicated to Sub Divisional
Police Officer Bhor, Sub-Division Saswad. After completing
the prima-facie enquiry and inspecting the CCIV footage, it
was revealed that one control unit No. BCUEL 41601, 5
paper rims and stationary has been stolen from the strong
room at 03.43 a.m. on 05.02.2024. One security guard and
one home guard were appointed for the security of the said

strong room. On the basis of complaint lodged by the Naib

Tahsildar Purandar, Crime No. 38/2024 came to be
registered at Police Station Saswad for the offences
punishable under sections 454, 457 und 380 of IPC against

the unknown persons on 05.02.2024.

(iv) Immediately after receipt of the information, the

District Election Office, Pune by letter dated 05.02.2024
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issued show cause notice and called explanation from the
Sub-Divisional Officer, Purandar regarding the incidence.
The Sub Divisional Officer, Purandar submitted
explanation on 06.02.2024. The Superintendent of Police,
Pune Rural vide letter dated 05.02.2024 communicated
that the offence has been registered and investigation is
carried out and responsibility is fixed on the Police guard

and the Departmental Enquiry will be initiated.

(v) The applicant Varsha Landge in O.A. No. 205/2024 is
from the cadre of Deputy Coliector and working as Sub-
Divisional Officer, Purandar, Dist. Pune, the applicant
Vikram Mahajan Rajput in O.A. No. 206/2024 is from the
cadre of Tahsildar and working as Tahsildar, Purandar,
Dist. Pune and the applicant Tanaji Dilip Barade in O.A.
No. 207/2024 is from the cadre of Dy. Superintendent of
Police and working as Sub-Divisional Police Officer, Bhor,

Pune Rural, Tq. Purandar, Dist. Pune.

(vi) The Election Commission of India vide letter dated
06.02.2024 has directed the Chief Secretary of
Maharashtra State that the Sub-Divisional Officer,

Tahsildar and Sub-Divisional Police Officer concerned be
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placed under suspension immediately and disciplinary

proceedings be initiated against them. It has also been
directed to the Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra to
constitute a committee and to enquire into the matter and

submit report to the Commission within a week.

(vi) In terms of the directions given by the Election
Commission of India and the Chief Secretary of
Maharashtra State in connection with the letters received
from the Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra in this regard
and report submitted by the Collector, Dist. Pune, by
impugned separate orders dated 09.02.2024 the Revenue
and Forest Department has suspended the applicants
Varsha Landge, Deputy Collector, Purandar, Dist. Pune in
O.A. No. 205/2024, Vikram Mahajan Rajput, Tahsildar,
Purandar, Dist. Pune in O.A. No. 206/2024 and by order
dated 08.02.2024, the Home Department has suspended
the applicant Tanaji Dilip Barade, Sub Divisional Police
Officer, Bhor, Pune Rural in O.A. No. 207/2024. Hence, the

present three Original Applications.

4, Learned counsel appearing for the applicants in the

aforesaid Original Applications submits that in view of Section
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28-A of the Representation of People Act, 1951, Returning officer,
presiding officer etc. deemed to be on deputation to Election
Commission for the period commencing on and from the date of
the notification calling for such election and ending with the date
of declaration of the results of such election and accordingly,
such officers, shall, during that period, be subject to the control,
superintendence and discipline of the Election Commission.
Learned counsel in this context submits that as on the date of
passing of the impugned orders against all the applicants i.e. on
08.02.2024 and 09.02.2024 respectively, no election notification
has been issued as contemplated under Section 28-A of the

Representation of the People Act, 1951.

5. Learned counsel for the applicants submits that in
terms of the directions given by the Election Commission of India
in the letter dated 06.02.2024 to the Chief Secretary,
Government of Maharashtra, Mumbai to place the applicants
under suspension immediately and the disciplinary proceedings
be initiated against them, the impugned suspension orders came
to be passed by the respondent No. 1 in respect of applicants in
0O.A. Nos. 205/2024 and 206/2024 on 09.02.2024 and applicant
in O.A. No. 207/2024 on 08.02.2024. Learned counsel submits

that the impugned orders have been passed in arbitrary manner



9 0.A. 205, 206 & 207 all of 2024

without application of mind, merely on the basis of the directions

given by the Election Commission of India vide letter as referred
above dated 06.02.2024. Learned counsel submits that even
though the directions in this regard have been issued by the
Election Commission of India for suspension of the applicants, in
view of the provisions of Section 28-A of the Representation of

the People Act, 1951, the same is improper, incorrect and illegal.

6. Learned counsel for the applicants submits that the
impugned orders are mala-fide, as there is no dereliction of
duties on the part of the applicants. Learned counsel submits
that the officers of the Revenue and Forest Department of the
rank of Deputy Collector and Tahsildar respectively and also
officers of the Home Department of the rank of Dy.
Superintendent of Police have no role to play in the security in
strong room. Learned counsel submits that even though the
Collector and District Election Officer, Pune vide communications
dated 05.02.2024 and 06.02.2024 had informed the entire
incidence of theft to the Chief Election Officer, Maharashtra
State, Mumbai and before forwarding the said communications,
the District Collector and District Election Officer, Pune along
with Superintendent of Police, Pune Rural has inspected the spot

and also CCTV footage. He has specifically mentioned in the



Ha

10 O.A. 205, 206 & 207 all of 2024

report that in the CCTV footage, the security guards are found
absent at the time of commission of theft and as such, they are
guilty of the dereliction of duty. Learned counsel submits that
only on the basis of said communications received from the
District Collector and District Election Officer, Pune, the Election
Commission of India by letter dated 06.02.2024 has given
directions for suspension of the applicants and initiation of the
Departmental Enquiry against them. Learned counsel submits
that there is no whisper in the said report about the dereliction of

duty and negligence on part of the applicants in any manner.

7 Learned counsel for the applicants submits that the
suspension order is arbitrary, malafide, illegal and against the
law. There was no necessity or justification for the suspension of
the applicants. The suspension seems to have been actuated
with an ulterior motive and is the outcome of an arbitrary
exercise of powers. Even considering the reasons mentioned in
the suspension order, there would be no hurdle as such for
proceeding with the Departmental Enquiry without suspension.
The suspension order is a colorable exercise of power on the part
of the respondents. The competent authority is not vested with
arbitrary and unfettered power to place its officers under

disability and distress.
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8. Learned counsel for the applicants submits that the

suspension order is also illegal on the ground that it has been
issued in the flagrant violation of the guidelines prescribed in the
Departmental Enquiry Manual. The suspension order of the
applicants is punitive in nature and no purpose is likely to be
achieved by suspending them. There is no question of tampering
with evidence or influencing witnesses in the present case. It is
part of record that accused persons who had committed theft
were identified and two out of them were arrested on 07.02.2024,
Additionally, the EVM machine and other property have been
recovered from the arrested accused persons. It is well settled
that the power of suspension cannot be exercised for trivial

lapses nor should the authorities be afflicted by “suspension

syndrome.”

9. Learned counsel for the applicants in response to the
affidavit in reply submitted on behalf of respondent No.5 i.e. the
Election Commission of India submits that the Chief Electoral
Officer, Maharashtra State has constituted two members
committee under the chairmanship of Divisional Commissioner
(Revenue), Pune and consisting of IG Kolhapur Range, Kolhapur
as a second member. The above mentioned committee has

submitted the detailed report on 14.02.2024 to the respondents.
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The said committee has recommended that the local Police

Inspector also should be placed under the suspension.

10. Learned counsel Shri Alok Sharma representing the
respondent No.5 i.e. the Election Commission of India has placed
before this Tribunal the copy of said two members committee
report dated 14.02.2024. Learned counsel for the applicants
submits that the committiee has opined that the strong room was
found in good condition and the certificate of Deputy Engineer
regarding suitability of strong room is on record. It is also
observed by the committee that the arrangement of double lock
system, CCTV, fire extinguisher etc. is made available as per the
guidelines of ECI. It is also recorded in the said report that both
SDO and Tahsildar have visited the strong room from time to
time. Learned counsel submits that however, the committee has
made certain adverse remarks to the extent of arrangement of
the security and stated that the security arrangement is not in
accordance with ECI guidelines to provide for minimum half
section of armed police of 24X7 security. It is also observed by
the committee that the SDPO, Bhor has forwarded written
communication to Police Inspector, Saswad to provide
appropriate police security for the strong room at Tahsil Office,

Saswad. However, the strength of security personnel to be
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provided is not mentioned in the letter. He has visited the strong

room from time to time but has not been taken any action on the
inadequate number of security personnel i.e. half section

mandate as per ECI guidelines.

In this context, learned counsel for the applicants most
humbly submits that the entire approach of the said committee
consisting of top officials from two departments is erroneous.
Learned counsel for the applicants submits that the storage
protocol of regular EVM'S and the EVM'S kept for training and
awareness is altogether different. Learned counsel for the
applicant has referred the manual on EVM which has been

issued by the Election Commission of India.

11. Learned counsel Shri Alok Sharma representing the
respondent No.5 i.e. Election Commission of India has placed on
record copy of Chapter-I of the said manual. Learned counsel for
the applicants has placed on record the copy of the said manual
which consisting of Chapter-5 also. Learned counsel for the
applicants has pointed out that the said chapter-5 has not
submitted by the respondent No.5 i.e. Election Commission of
India before the Tribunal though it is part of the manual.
Learned counsel for the applicants submits that in terms of

clause No.5.6 of chapter-5 which titled as ‘Training and
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Awareness of EVMs’, the above mentioned EVMs (Training &
Awareness) shall be stored in a separate designated warehouse,
not below the sub-division headquarters with proper security and
lock. Learned counsel for the applicant submits that as per
Chapter-I of manual which titled as ‘Storage of EVMs and
Opening of EVM Warehouse during Non-Election period and
Emergency-Movement/Shifting of EVMs’, in clause No. 1.3
non-election period is defined after C+ 45 days. Learned counsel
for the applicants submits that the ‘C’ means counting and 45
days thereafter. Learned counsel for the applicants has pointed
out clause No. 1.3.2 wherein the directions have been given for
the security and safety arrangements for EVM Warehouse/strong
room and as par the said clause No. 1.3.2. (ii), minimum half
section of armed police for 24 X 7 security (only Government
Security Personnel). Home Guards Security as an exception

when regular police cannot be posted.

12, Learned counsel for the applicants submits that as
pointed out earlier clause No. 5.6 of Chapter -5, the security
arrangement so far as the training and awareness of EVMs is
with proper security and lock. Learned counsel for the
applicants submits that thus the entire approach of the Election

Commission of India, hastily giving directions to suspend the
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applicants, is an arbitrary exercise of power and the order of

suspension is apparently punitive is nature. The basis of the
impugned order is the erroneous presumption of negligence on
the part of the applicant. Learned counsel for the applicants
submits that all the applicants have an excellent service record
as attested by their superiors. Learned counsel for the applicants

submits that thus all three Original Applications deserves to be

allowed.

13. Learned counsel for the applicants in order to
substantiate her contention placed reliance on the following

casesi-

(i) Union of India & Anr. Vs. Ashok Kumar
Aggarwal reported in (2013) 16 SCC 147

(i) State of Maharashtra Vs. Dr. Subhash
Dhondiram Mane reported in 2015 (4) Mh.L.J.

(itij Dr. Subhash Dhondiram Mane Vs. The State
of Maharashtra in O.A.No. 834 of 2024

(ivi Smt. Diptee Ramchandra Pawar Vs. The
State of Maharashtra & Ors. in O.A.No. 658 of 2022.

(v) Sanjay M. Bhagwat Vs. The State of
Maharashtra & Ors. in W.P.No. 4241 of 2022,

14. Learned Chief Presenting Officer on the basis of
affidavit in reply filed on behalf of respondent No.1 in O.A.No.

205 of 2024 filed by applicant namely Smt. Varsha Landge,
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Deputy Collector/Sub Divisional Officer and O.A.No. 206 of 2024
filed by the applicant namely Shri Vikram M. Rajput, Tahsildar,
submits that the suspension order issued by the department of
Revenue and Forest is in consonance with the directives issued
by the Election Commission of India. It is further submitted that
the Election Commission of India has taken cognizance of the
said incidence and directed the Chief Secretary, Government of
Maharashtra Mumbai that Sub-Divisional Officer, Tahsildar and
Sub Divisional Police Officer concerned, be placed under
suspension immediately and to initiate Disciplinary Proceedings
against them. So far as the Original Application No. 207/2024
filed by the applicant namely Shri Tanaji D. Barade who is Sub
Divisional Police Officer is concerned, learned Chief Presenting
Officer submits that as per the directives issued by the Election
Commission of India by letter dated 06.02.2024, the respondent
No.l suspended the applicant vide order dated 08.02.2024.
Prima -facie it is seen that there is lack of supervision and
control over the sub-ordinates by the applicant. Hence, the order
of suspension is not malafide. Learned C.P.O. submits that due
to the designated security officer’s absenteeism, the theft of the
control unit of demo EVM took place. Hence, the order of

suspension is not malafide.
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15. In connection with O.A.No. 205 of 2024 filed by the

applicant namely Varsha Langde and O.A.No. 206 of 2024 filed
by applicant namely Vikram M. Rajput, on the basis of affidavit
in reply submitted on behalf of respondent Nos. 2 & 3, learned
C.P.O. submits that the incidence is serious in nature and it was
in the jurisdiction of Sub-Divisional Officer, Purandar, hence, the
Election Commission of India (ECI) took immediate action against
both the applicants in the aforesaid two Original Applications.
Learned C.P.O. submits that it cannot be said that the Deputy
Collector and Tahsildar have no role to play in the security of the

strong room.

16. Learned Chief Presenting Officer submits that on
05.02.2024 at 10.00 a.m., Tahsil Office, Purandar staff found
that the sealed strong room lock was broken. The fact was
immediately communicated to Sub-Divisional Police Officer,
Bhor, Division Saswad and office of the Superintendent of Police
Pune Rural. After conducting prima-facie enquiry and CCTV
footage, it was revealed that one control unit no. BCUEL 41601,
S paper reams and stationary have been stolen from the strong
room at 03.43 a.m. on 05.02.2024. One security guard and one

home guard were appointed for the security of strong room. At
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the time of enquiry it was revealed that they were absent on duty
at the time of incidence. Learned Chief Presenting Officer
submits that all the Original Applications are liable to be
dismissed.

L Learned counsel Shri Alok Sharma for respondent
No.5 i.e. Election Commission of India submits that 40-Electoral
Voting Machines i.e. EVMs [(CU-40, BU-40 and VVPAT-40) were
allotted to 202-Purandar Legislative Assembly Constituency in
Pune district for Voters awareness and Publicity. These
machines were kept in strong room at Tehsil Office, Purandar at
Pune. On 05.02.2024, it was noticed that lock of the aforesaid
strong room was broken. After a preliminary enquiry and after
examining the CCTV footage, it was revealed that 1 CU
(Sr.no.BCUEL 41601) was stolen from the strong room by thieves
at 3.43 a.m. on 05.02.2024. The Superintendent of Police, Pune
Rural had intimated the Collector Office that a criminal offence
has been registered in Saswad Police Station vide crime no.
38/2024 for the offence punishable under Section 454, 457 and

380 on 05.02.2024, as per complaint made by Naib-Tehsildar,

Purandar.

18. Learned counsel Shri Alok Sharma for respondent

No.5 submits that the procedure for creation of awareness about
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EVM/VVPAT was issued by Election Commission of India i.e.

respondent No.5 vide letter dated 11.11.2021. In that letter it
was mentioned that EVMs and VVPATs for training and
awareness are to be stored in separate designated warehouse,
not below the Sub-Division Headquarter with proper Security
and lock. Purandar is a headquarter of SDO, Purandar and also

a Tahsil headquarter.

19, Learned counsel Shri Alok Sharma for respondent
No.5 submits that the respondent No.5 ie. the Election
Commission of India had received the report from the Collector
and District Election Officer, Pune (respondent No.3) vide letter
dated 05.02.2024 about the EVM theft case of Pune.
Accordingly, the office of Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra
had submitted the detailed report by letter dated 06.02.2024 to

Election Commission of India.

20. Shri Alok Sharma, learned counsel for respondent
No.5 further submits that considering the above facts and the
provisions enlisted in the manual, the respondent No.5 vide order
dated 06.02.2024 had directed to the Chief Secretary of
Maharashtra State that the Sub-Divisional Officer, Tahsildar and

Sub-Divisional Police Officer concerned be placed under
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suspension immediately and a disciplinary proceedings be
initiated against them. Further the respondent No.5 has also
directed vide order dated 6.02.2024 to the Chief Electoral Officer,
Maharashtra to constitute a committee and to enquire into the

matter and submit the report to the commission within a week.

21, Shri Alok Sharma, learned counsel for respondent
No.5 submits that as per said directions the Chief Electoral
Officer, Maharashtra had constituted a two members committee
under the chairmanship of Divisional Commissioner (Revenue),
Pune and 1.G. Kolhapur Range, Kolhapur. The above mentioned
committee had submitted its detailed report on 14.02.2024 to the
respondent No.5. The said committee has also recommended
that the local Police Inspector also should be placed under

suspension.

22, Shri Alok Sharma, learned counsel for respondent
No.5 submits that the incidence of the theft of EVM, is an offence
under the Criminal Law. [t is highly sensitive issue, more so the
circumstances and the timing of the theft have taken place when
the LokSabha elections are round the corner. This would create
a wrong impression in the eyes of the public and would have a

negative impact on the forthcoming elections. It is also been
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endeavor of the Election Commission of India that all elections

are done without any fear and favour. Thus this incidence of the
theft has the capability to tarnish the reputation of the
Commission which it is maintaining unblemished. Shri Alok
Sharma, learned counsel for respondent No.5 further submits
that the suspension order which is a subject matter of all the
three applications does not tantamount to punishment. It is

temporary and subject to further investigation.

23, Shri Alok Sharma, learned counsel for respondent
No.5 further submits that the officers related to Electoral system
are meant to be under the deputation of Election Commission of
India in terms of provisions of Section 13-CC of the
Representation of People Act, 1950. In view of same, the
respondent No.5 i.e. the Election Commission of India has
powers to recommend for Disciplinary Action over Government
servants deputed for election duties. Thus within the power of
respondent No.5 to make recommendation to the competent
authority for taking disciplinary action, for any act of
insubordination or dereliction of duty while on election duty

which is observed in a case of Election Commission of India

Vs. Union of India and Ors. by the Hon'ble Supreme Court in

Writ Petition No. (C) No. 606 of 1993.
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24, Shri Alok Sharma, learned counsel for respondent
No.5 further submits that no coercive action is taken against the
applicants and they have got an opportunity to submit their
grievance and raise their issues before the Disciplinary

Committee. In a case, P. Narasimha C Vs. The State o

Telangana and another vide order dated 16.09.2020 the

Hon'ble High Court of Telangana in Writ Petition No. 339/2020
has held that the suspension is not a punishment, rather it
merely suspends the relationship between the employer and

employee.

25. Shri Alok Sharma, learned counsel for respondent
No.5 further submits that in terms of the interim order dated
15.02.2024 the posts of the applicants kept vacant. The
respondent No.5 has designated the post of S.D.0O. Purandar as
Assistant Returning Office for 202-Purandar Assembly
Constituency in Baramati Parliamentary Constituency in Pune
district vide its notification No. 434/MH-HP/2024 08.03.2024. In
view of same, there is no substance in all the Original

Applications and the same are liable to be dismissed.

26. I have carefully gone through the pleadings,

annexures, relevant and important correspondence, reports and
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the impugned orders. In these three Original Applications, the

undisputed facts are as follows:-

(i) (a) The applicant in O.A.No. 205 of 2024 namely
Smt. Varsha Landge is a State Government employee
and working as Deputy Collector/Sub Divisional
Officer (under suspension) Purandar, Dist. Pune,
Revenue and Forest Department. At the relevant time
she was working as a Deputy Collector/Sub

Divisional Officer, Purandar, Dist. Pune.

(b) The applicant in O.A.No. 206 of 2024 namely
Shri Vikram Mahajan Rajput is a State Government
employee and working as Tahsildar (under
suspension), Purandar Dist. Pune, Revenue and
Forest Department. At the relevant time he was

working as Tahsildar- Purandar, Dist. Pune.

(c) The applicant in O.A.No. 207 of 2024 namely
Shri Tanaji Dilip Barade is a State Government
employee working as Sub-Divisional Police Officer at
Bhor, Saswad, Pune Rural (under suspension) within
the Home Department. At the relevant time he was
working as Sub Divisional Police Officer, Bhor,

Saswad, Pune Rural with the Home Department.
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(i) 40-Electoral Voting Machines i.e. EVMs (CU-40, BU-
40 and VVPAT-40) were allotted on 07.12.2023 to 202-
Purandar Legislative Assembly Constituency in Pune

District for Voters awareness and Publicity.

(i) These machines were kept in strong room at Tahsil

Office, Purandar at Pune.

(ivi On 05.02.2024, it was found that the lock of the
aforesaid strong room was broken. After conducting a
preliminary enquiry and after examining the CCTV footage,
it was revealed that 1 CU (Sr.no. BCUEL41601) was stolen

from the strong room by the thieves at 3.43 am on

05.02.2024.

(v) On the basis of complaint filed by the Naib Tahsildar
Purandar, Crime No. 38/2024 for the offence punishable
under sections 454, 457 und 380 of IPC came to be

registered at Police Station Saswad on 05.02.2024,

(vi) On 05.02.2024, the Collector and District Election
Officer, Pune had submitted the detailed report in this

regard to Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra State,

Mumbai.




27.

25 O.A. 205, 206 & 207 all of 2024

3

(vii) The Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra State,

Mumbai had submitted detailed report by letter dated

06.02.2024 to the Election Commission of India.

(viii) By letter dated 06.02.2024, the Election Commission
of India had directed the Chief Secretary of Maharashtra
State that the Sub-Divisional Officer, Tahsildar and Sub-
Divisional Police Officer concerned be placed under
suspension immediately and a disciplinary proceedings be
initiated against them.

(ix) By issuing two separate orders dated 09.02.2024,
Under Secretary, Revenue and Forest Department,
Government of Maharashtra has suspended the applicant
namely Smt. Varsha Landge, Deputy Collector/Sub
Divisional Officer, Purandar, Dist. Pune in O.A.No.
205/2024 and applicant namely Shri Vikram M. Rajput,
Tahsildar Purandar Dist. Pune in O.A.No. 206/2024. The
Deputy Secretary, Maharashtra State, Home Department
has suspended the applicant namely Shri Tanaji D. Barade,
Sub Divisional Police Officer, Bhor, Pune Rural in O.A.No.

207 /2024 by order dated 08.02.2024.,

In the backdrop of these admitted facts, it is

important to note here that all the applicants came to be
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suspended merely on the basis of directions issued by the
Election Commission of India in this regard. The respondent
Election Commission of India by communication/letter dated
06.02.2024 has directed the Chief Secretary, Government of
Maharashtra, Mumbai that Sub-Divisional Officer, Tahsildar and
Sub-Divisional Police Officer concerned be placed under
suspension immediately and disciplinary proceedings be initiated
against them. On  careful perusal of the said
communication /letter dated 06.02.2024 issued by the Election
Commission of India, | find that there is a reference to letter No.
EVM 2023/C.R.701/23/33 dated 06.02.2024 of the Chief
Electoral Office, Maharashtra enclosing therewith letter No. PEE-
2/KA VI/40/2024 dated 05.02.2024 of the Collector and District
Election Officer, Pune regarding theft of Control Unit of EVM
from strong room in Pune District. It further appears form the
tenor of the said communication/letter dated 06.02.2024 that in
terms of facts mentioned in the above referred letters, the
Commission has directed to suspend the officers as detailed
above. It is also directed in the said communication/letter to call
for an explanation from the District Election Officer, Pune and

Superintendent of Police {Rural), Pune for not ensuring security
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protocols of Training and Awareness’ strong room as contained

in para 6(a) of the Commission’s letter dated 11.11.2021.

28. I have carefully perused the letters referred in the
communication/letter dated 06.02.2024 issued by the Election
Commission of India directing Chief Secretary, Government of
Maharashira to suspend the officers/applicants herein. The
communication/letter dated 05.02.2024 is merely a report by the
Collector/District Election Officer, Pune to the Chief Electoral
Officer, Maharashtra State, Mumbai informing therein the

incidence of theft.

29, It appears that merely on the basis of the incidence of
theft reported by the Collector /District Election Officer and the
Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra State, the respondent
Election Commission of India has  hastily issued
communication/letter dated 06.02.2024 directing thereby the
Chief Secretary, Government of Maharashtra to suspend the

officers as mentioned in the said letter immediately.

30. It is a part of record that thereafter, by
communication/letter dated 06.02.2024, the Collector/District
Election Officer, Pune has given all the details of the incidence to

Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra State and the persons/staff
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members responsible for the said incidence of theft in his
opinion. The District Election Officer, Pune along with the
Superintendent of Police, Pune Rural has personally visited the
spot of incidence. On careful perusal of the said letter, I find that
there is no whisper against the applicants herein about their
negligence in any manner or the dereliction of duties in
connection with the said theft. It is also a part of record that
accordingly the Superintendent of Police, Pune Rural vide order
letter dated 05.02.2024 has communicated that the offence has
been registered and investigation is being carried out and
responsibility has been fixed on the police guard. It is further a
part of record that the Superintendent of Police, Pune Rural
submitted a report to the Director General of Police and on
07.02.2024 as par the said report, two accused were identified
and arrested. The stolen control unit no. BCUEL41601, 5 paper

reams and stationary were seized from them.

31. It is further a part of record that the Superintendent
of Police, Pune Rural has submitted the detailed report on
13.02.2024 and as per his report the incidence of house breaking
and theft took place at Tahsil Office, Purandar and as seen in the
CCTV cameras, three unidentified persons were seen entering in

the above mentioned premises by climbing the tree and entered
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into premises. They broke the lock and entered into the strong
room and took away the stationery and one Control Unit No.
BCUEL41601, stored in strong room. The Superintendent of
Police, Pune Rural in the said report further submitted that from
the investigation it appears that breaking into the Taluka

Treasury and stealing cash seems to be the motive of the thieves.

32. In view of letter/communication dated 06.02.2024
issued by the Election Commission of India, the Government of
Maharashtra, General Administration Department has appointed
two members committee under the chairmanship of Divisional
Commissioner (Revenue), Pune vide G.R. dated 07.02.2024. The
Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra State has directed the said
committee to enquire into the theft of Control Unit from EVM
Strong Room in Pune District and submit the report before
12.02.2024 and further it is allowed to submit report latest by
14.02.2024. The two members committee has submitted the
report on 14.02.2024. On careful perusal of the said report
which is a part of record it appears that the said two members
committee has visited the strong room at Tahsil Office, Purandar
at Pune. The committee has observed the arrangement made in
the strong room and also perused CCTV footage. The said

committee has observed that the strong room was found in good
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condition and the certificate of Deputy Engineer regarding
suitability of strong room is on record. It is also observed by the
committee that the arrangement of double lock system, CCTV,
fire extinguisher etc. is made available as per the guidelines of
ECIL. The visit book and EVM movement register (in/out register)
is found in place. It is also observed in the report that the Sub-
Divisional Officer, Purandar and Tahsildar, Purandar after
receiving of the EVMs from the District Election Officer (DEQ),
have carried out the procedure for the storage of EVMs, They
have obtained certificate from PWD for creating strong room at
Tahsil Office, Purandar. The Sub-Divisional Officer headquarter
and Tahsil headquarter both are located at Purandar. The Sub-
Divisional Officer has instructed Tahsildar and the Tahsildar in
turn has given instructions to Police Inspector, Saswad Police
Station to provide security for the strong room at Tahsil Office,
Saswad. Both SDO and Tahsildar have visited the strong room

from time to time.

33. It further appears from the said report that the
committee has, however, observed that regarding the safety and
security of EVMS received for awareness and training, the SDO
has directed to the Tahsildar vide letters dated 05.12.2023 and

15.12.2023 to ensure appropriate police security for EVMs.
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However, the strength of security personnel to be provided has

not been mentioned in these letters. The Tahsildar has
communicated to the Police Inspector, Saswad Police Station vide
letters dated 06.12.2023 and 18.12.2023 to provide for security
personnel. However, in the said communication dated
18.12.2023, the Tahsildar has asked the Police Inspector,
Saswad to provide 24X7 one police staff for the security of EVMs.
The said committee thus concluded that it is not in accordance
with ECI guidelines to provide for minimum half section of armed

police of 24X7 security.

It is also observed by the committee that the Sub-Divisional
Police Officer, Bhor has done written communication to Police
Inspector, Saswad to provide appropriate police security for the
strong room at Tahsil Office, Saswad. However, the strength of
security personnel to be provided is not mentioned in the letter.
He has visited the strong room from time to time but has not
taken any action on the inadequate number of security personnel

i.e. half section mandated as per ECI guidelines.

34. In this context the committee has, however, observed
that the security aspect of EVMs is the major issue that needs to

be taken into consideration. The concerned officers i.e. Sub-
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Divisional Officer, Tahsildar, Sub-Divisional Police Officer, Police
Inspector have taken into consideration some aspects of the ECI
guidelines on security and safety arrangement for EVM
warehouse/strong room, however, they have not followed the

guidelines in totality.

35. In the backdrop of aforesaid conclusion drown by the
two members committee as referred above, | have carefully gone
through the manual of the EVM prepared and issued by the
Election Commission of India. Chapter -I of the said manual
prescribes the guidelines about the ‘storage of EVMs and
opining of EVM warehouse during Non-election period and
emergency-movement/shifting of EVMs’. In para No. 1.1,
various types of EVM storages have been referred and in clause
1.1.b (iii), the reference is about the ‘Training and Awareness
Strong Room’ means the designated room/hall having EVMs
pertaining to Training & Awareness. In para No. 1.3., the Non-
Election Period i.e. mentioned in the bracket (After C+45 days), it
does mean that counting and 45 days thereafter. So far as the
storage of EVMs as prescribed in the para No. 1.3.1 is concerned,
there is no dispute, but the same has been followed scrupulously
in the instant case. Further in terms of para No. 1.3.2, there is

no dispute about the security and safety arrangements for EVM
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Warehouse/strong room pertaining to double lock system,

installation of CCTV Camera, log book for each entry and exit,
adequate fire safety and fire alarm system etc. So far as clause
No. (ii) of said para No. 1.3.2 is concerned, it speaks about the
minimum half section of armed police for 24X7 security (only
Government security personnel)]. Home Guards Security as a

exception when regular police cannot be posted.

36. It is clear from the aforesaid guidelines as per
manual, the said arrangement about the security and safety has
been prescribed for and during the Non-election period (after

C+45 days).

37. I have carefully perused the Chapter -5 of the said
manual which prescribes the guidelines for ‘Training and
Awareness of EVMs’. Chapter -5 of the manual was not initially
placed before this Tribunal. Learned counsel for the applicants
has placed the same before this Tribunal and the authenticity of
the said chapter -5 of the manual has not been denied by the

other side.

38. Chapter -l of the said manual prescribes the
guidelines about the ‘storage of EVMs and opining of EVM

warehouse during Non-election period and emergency-
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movement/shifting of EVMs’. Clause No. (ii) of para No. 1.3.2

of chapter-l and para Nos. 5.5 and 5.6 respectively of chapter-5

of the said manual which prescribes the guidelines for ‘Training

and Awareness of EVMs’ are reproduced herein below:-

“1.3.2 Security & Safety arrangements for EVM
Warehouse/strong room:

ii)

Minimum Half Section of Armed Police for 24X7
security (only Government Security Personnel).
Home Guards Security as an exception when
regular police cannot be posted.

“S5.5 Protocol of EVM/VVPAT for Training and Awareness:

(@)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

For the purpose of Training and Awareness
(T&A), District Election Officers shall take out
EVMs keeping the overall upper ceiling of 10%
of the total number of polling stations in the
district. Awareness EVM shall be used only for
the innovative physical outreach mode
described in para 5.2 and 5.3.

It shall be ensured that only First Level Checked
OK EVMs shall be used for the aforesaid

purpose.

The representatives of National and State
Recognized Political Parties shall be invited to
witness the process from opening and closing of
the warehouse/strong room for the purpose of
taking out the EVMs under videography.

The list of such EVMs shall be provided with
acknowledgment to the National and State
Recognized Political Parties. This list shall also
be shared with acknowledgment to the
candidates/their agents, as and when they are
finalized.

A  yellow  color sticker mentioning
“Training/Awareness” shall be affixed on such

EVMs and also on their carrying cases without
fail.
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There shall be no distinction between Training
and Awareness EVMs. The machines marked for
Training/Awareness could be used
interchangeably between Training and
Awareness purpose inter-changeably.

5.6 Storage Protocol:

()

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(0

The abovementioned EVMs (Training
&Awareness) shall be stored in a separate
designated warehouse, not below the sub-
division headquarters with proper security and
lock.

In no case, EVMs pertaining to Training and
Awareness shall be kept in FLC Strong Room.

For opening and closing of Training and
Awareness designated warehouse, there is no
need to invite the representatives of the
recognised political parties. However, the
opening and closing of the designated
warehouse shall be done by the authorized
officer nominated by the DEO.

A proper log-book shall be maintained for
proper account of EVMs pertaining to Training
and Awareness.

Such EVMs shall be given only to the authorized
officials deputed by the District Election Officer.

After the conclusion of daily training and
awareness programs, these machines shall be
stored in the designated warehouse only.”

39. It appears that the protocol of EVM/VVPAT (i) during

Non-election period and emergency-movement/shifting of EVMs

with proper

security and safety arrangement of EVMs

warehouse/strong room and (ii) The protocol of EVM/VVPAT for

training and awareness and storage protocol are different. In
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terms of clause No. (a) of para No. 5.6, which is titled as ‘Storage
Protocol’, the EVMs (Training & Awareness) shall be stored in a
separate designated warehouse, not below the sub-division
headquarters with proper security and lock. It appears that the
strength of security has not been specifically directed and it is
only prescribed as proper security and lock. Unfortunately, the
applicants have been made prima-facie responsible for the lapses
on their part in not following the security protocol, which is not

meant for the EVM /VVPAT for training and awareness.

40. It is well settled that the Government servant should
not be suspended without their being any sufficient justification.
The Disciplinary Authority should exercise their discretion with
utmost care and caution. The general principle is that ordinarily
the suspension should not be ordered unless the allegations
made against the Government servant are of serious in nature
and on the basis of evidence available there, a prima-facie case is
made out for their dismissal or removal. It is also settled
position that the suspension is a device to keep the delinquent
out of the mischief range. The purpose is to complete the
proceedings unhindered. Suspension is an interim measure in
the aid of disciplinary proceedings so that the delinquent may

not gain custody or control of papers or take any advantage of
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his position. In the instant case it appears that all the applicants

have been suspended without any reasons and justification. The
Election Commission of India has exercised the powers
arbitrarily without application of mind. Prima-facie, no case is
made out against the applicants for dereliction of duties and/or
the negligence in performing the duties. In the given set of
allegations, it is very unlikely that the case is made out against
the applicants about their dismissal or removal. In the given set
of allegations, if the departmental enquiry is initiated against the
applicants, their suspension is not necessary in the aid of the
departmental proceedings as there is no question that the
applicants may gain custody or control of papers or take any

advantage of their respective positions.

41. In the instant case, by any stretch of imagination, the
applicants cannot be said to be a part of incidence of theft. It
has been reported by the Superintendent of Police, Pune Rural
that from the investigation it appears that breaking into the
Taluka Treasury and stealing cash seems to be the motive of the
thieves. In my considered opinion, the Election Commission of
India has hastily directed the Chief Secretary, Government of
Maharashtra to suspend the applicants. The said direction

issued by respondent Election Commission of India appears to be
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without application of mind. The affidavit in reply filed by the

respondent Election Commission of India particularly paragraph

No. 10 is reproduced herein below:-
“10. That the Answering Respondent submits that the
incidence of the theft of the EVMs, is an offence under
the Criminal law. It is highly sensitive issue, more so
the circumstances and the timing of the theft have
taken place when the LokSabha elections are round
the corner. This would create a wrong impression in
the eyes of the public and would have a negative
impact on the forthcoming elections. It is also been the
Election Commission’s endeavor to ensure that all
elections are done without any fear or favour, This
theft has the capability to tarnish the reputation of the
Commission which it is maintain unblemished.
Further, the suspension order which is a subject matter

of the application does not tantamount to punishment.
It is temporary and subject to further investigation.”

42. It appears from the aforesaid paragraph that the
Election Commission of India has directed the suspension of the
officers to ensure that all the elections are done without any fear
and favour and further to erase the negative impact on the
forthcoming elections and also to maintain the reputation of the
Commission. It appears that the Election Commission of India
has issued suspension orders of the applicants for extraneous
reasons by way of victimization. 1 agree with the submissions
made on behalf of the applicants that the applicants have been
made scapegoat in the entire process. To my mind, the

impugned orders of the suspensions are punitive in nature. This
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is an arbitrary exercise of powers by the Election Commission of

India, leave apart, that whether the Election Commission of India
has power to direct the suspension of the offices when Section
28-A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 prescribes
that the Returning Officer, Presiding Officer, Polling Officer and
any other officer appointed under this part or any police officer
designated for the time being by the State Government, for the
conduct of any election shall be deemed to be on deputation on
Election Commission for the period commencing on and from the
date of the notification calling for such election and ending with
the date of declaration of the results of such election and
accordingly, such officers, shall, during that period, be subject to
the control, superintendence and discipline of the Election

Commission.

43. The provisions of Section 13CC of the Representation
of the People Act, 1950 cannot be made applicable to the facts
and circumstances of the present cases. Consequently, the
direction so issued by the Election Commission of India about
the suspension of the officers is also contrary to the provisions of
Section 28-A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951. Even

assuming that the Election Commission of India can issue the
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said directions, however, the same appears to be an arbitrary

exercise of powers.

44. So far as the case laws relied upon by the learned
counsel for the respective parties, it is not necessary to give
detail reference to each and every case separately, There are
guidelines and principles laid down by the Hon'ble Apex Court
and even by this Tribunal to consider the scope and ambit of the

suspension orders. The said legal position is not disputed.

45, In view of above discussion and considering the entire
facts of the applications, these Original Applications are deserves
to be allowed. Hence, the following order:-
ORDER
The Original Application Nns. 205 of 2024, 206 of 2024 and
207 of 2024 are allowed in the following terms:-

(A) The impugned suspension order dated 09.02.2024
issued by Under Secretary, Revenue and Forest
Department, thereby suspending the applicant in
0.A.No. 205/2024 viz. Smt. Varsha Landge, Deputy
Collector/Sub Divisional Officer, Purandar, Dist.
Pune is hereby quashed and set aside and the

respondents are hereby directed to reinstate the
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applicant Smt. Varsha Landge on the original post of

the Sub Divisional Officer, Purandar, Dist. Pune

forthwith.

(B) The impugned suspension order dated 09.02.2024
issued by Under Secretary, Revenue and Forest
Department, thereby suspending the applicant in
0O.A.No. 206/2024 viz. Shri Vikram Mahajan Rajput,
Tahsildar, Purandar, Dist. Pune is hereby guashed
and set aside and the respondents are hereby directed
to reinstate the applicant Shri Vikram Mahajan
Rajput on the original post of the Tahsildar,

Purandar, Dist. Pune forthwith.

(C) The impugned suspension order dated 08.02.2024
issued by Deputy Secretary, Home Department,
thereby suspending the applicant in O.A.No. 207 of
2024 viz. Shri Tanaji Dilip Barade, Sub Divisional
Police Officer, Bhor, Pune Rural is hereby quashed
and set aside and the respondents are hereby directed
to reinstate the applicant Shri Tanaji Dilip Barade on
the original post of the Sub Divisional Police Officer,

Bhor, Pune Rural Saswad, Tal. Purandar forthwith.
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(D) In the circumstances, there shall be no order as to
cOsts.

(E} The Original Applications are accordingly disposed of.

PLACE : Aurangabad. (Justice V.K. Jadhav)
DATE : 02.04.2024 Member (J)

KPB [SAB S.B. 0.A. No. 205, 206 & 207 all of 2024 {(Mumbai)
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By e-mail/Speed Post
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New De!hi— 110 001

No. 4ﬁ¢mm024f(emmvs-u Dated: 22™ April, 2024
To

The Chief Scerctary

Govemment of Molnrashis,

Mumbai.

Subject :- Theft of Control Unit of EVM from strong room in Pune District-Suspension
Order dated 09/02/2024 of Govemment of Maharashtra- Maharashtra
Administeative Tribunal Mumbai Order dated 02/04/2024 on the original
Applications nos. 205, 206 & 207 all of 2024 - reg.

Sir.

I'am directed 1o refer to the subject cited and 1o convey that the Commission
after taking into account the above said Order of Maharashtra Administrative Tribunal has
desired that the above said order dated 02/04/2024, regarding reinstatement of Smt. Varsha
Landge, SDO, Shri Vikram Mahajan Rajput, Tahsildar and Shri Tanaji Dilip Barade, SDPO
be implemented immediately,

Yours faithfully,

(S.K. DAS)
SECRETARY

Copy to:-

I, The Chief Electoral Officer Mahurnshirn with the request (o inform this position w ECI
and CEO Maharashira Counsel representing this case,

2. RCC Section

3. EVM Division
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT BOMBAY

CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION
WRIT PETITION NO.5768 OF 2024
Election Commission of India .. Petitioner
Vs.
Vikram Mahajan Rajput & Ors. .. Respondents
WITH
WRIT PETITION NO.5706 OF 2024
Gopal Shrishail Kumbar .. Petitioner
Vs.
The District Caste Scrutiny Committee Sangli & Anr. .. Respondents
WITH
WRIT PETITION NO.5707 OF 2024
(taken on board)
Election Commission of India .. Petitioner
Vs.
Smt. Varsha Landge & Ors. .. Respondents

Mr. Ashutosh Kumbhakoni, Senior Advocate i/by Mr. Abhijit Kulkarni, Mr.
Tejas Deshmukh, Mr. Akshay Shinde, Advocates for petitioner in all Writ
Petitions.

Mr. Mihir Desai i/by Mr. Swaraj Jadhav, Advocate for Respondent No.1.
Mr. N. C. Walimbe, Addl. G.P a/w Mr. N. K. Rajpurohit, AGP for
Respondent-State.

Mr. N. K. Rajpurohit, AGP for Respondent Nos.1 to 4 in WP/5706/2024.

CORAM : A.S. CHANDURKAR &
JITENDRA JAIN, JJ

DATE : 26" APRIL 2024.
PC.:

1.  In these three writ petitions challenge has been raised to the

common order dated 02/04/2024 passed by the Maharashtra
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Administrative Tribunal in Original Application Nos.205/2024, 206/2024,
and 207/2024, In these Original Applications, a challenge was raised to
the order of suspension issued by the Home Department dated
08/02/2024 and the Revenue and Forest Department dated 09/02/2024
in view of the communication issued by the Election Commission of India
on 06/02/2024. The Maharashtra Administrative Tribunal by the
aforesaid common order set aside the orders of suspension issued to the
three applicants. Being aggrieved, the Election Commission of India has
challenged the said common order.

2. During pendency of the writ petition, the Election Commission of
India has on 22/04/2024 issued a communication to the Chief Secretary,
Government of Maharashtra stating therein that all the three applicants
who had approached the Maharashtra Administrative Tribunal were being
reinstated. In view of this direction issued by the Election Commission of
India, two of the three applicants have been reinstated. The said
communication is taken on record and marked A’ for identification.

3.  Mr A. A. Kumbhakoni, learned Senior Advocate for the Election
Commission of India submits that the Election Commission of India desiies
to challenge the correctness of the findings recorded by the Maharashtia
Administrative Tribunal in the common order dated 02/04/2024 that

relate to its authority to issue directions for suspending the concerned
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applicants. He, however, submits that since the order of suspension of the
three applicants has now been revoked, the grounds raised for challenging
the said common order be kept open.

4. Mr Mihir Desai, learned Senior Advocate for the concerned
applicants submits that in view of the order dated 22/04/2024 passed by
the Election Commission of India, the concerned applicants have been / is
being reinstared.

5. In view of these subsequent events, it is not necessary to keep the
writ petitions pending. They are accordingly disposed of with a
clarification that all points raised in the writ petitions are kept open. Tt is
further clarified that we have not examined the correctness of the findings
recorded by the Maharashira Administrative Tribunal and all

challenges/defences are kept expressly open. Order accordinglv.

[ JITENDRA JAIN, J] [A.S. CHANDURKAR, J. ]

w
—
R

40

2 Uploaded on - 26004/2024 . Downloaded on - 2604/2024 19:10:45 ==



ANNEXVRE -A4 qj

@
P o eI,

afrRrae Rt smga =1
wamﬂmwnwwaﬁmmﬁmmgﬁ

ST L §/2024
qs.ﬂﬁ\.el.4&.31&.~1'=m!a:wn~zunﬂhl:n?lfa,m f.02/05/2

e

caell. e g 3, o
FrfaarRuR R e as-arord) S SR R.07/05/2024 RTSH

e BN AR T %.04/06/2019 W) ool EUIR 31e. TR 35T
WWWWWEW!WPMWWW

Surse. Manual on Electronic Voting Machine And VWPAT February 098] AT
¢ .2~ Storage of Evms e HAGTAFER HeraT Hreted] EVM/VVPAT Ui Aot
wmmmmmammﬁmw
fecremn aTred.

i, T Rwr, #ERTS W gREde f5.93 W 09R e
HRRETER TiorErd it e, 9303 T e 9K, 933, WI T WY EIEIE
Frs e SeraT T v weres s Pk SRl i ST

i, 35-aRmd @GR SRR AAEMER  Aar  Sered
EVIM/VWPAT AT §r8 aTaiRer aife §Rsar, Rama T W YOI STl TR
T FA0T ATere T ) o) e N AfER) ateE SRR
@ e e sy A, when @), Frasu Mofa siftred, 35-are
T Here R a1 Ay Fryad) e s,



2

3. ﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁm Wammlﬁm ICRIEE ﬂaﬁ
I Irderedr
w7 A"
q HIETS .
e m, s ﬁ'ﬂfﬂmm: 35- Wﬁ Uﬂg—
1| AR Sia AR W, AIHTES! 6.00
71.9822409736 R Hraterd,
I97a AR qe. ﬁq::ﬂ.l: ol 2 8/5/2024 | WIF®IA! 6.00
, | 7499818407 | siftreTY, 35-aRh o T 6.00
ANFETYT ISR T, 201-
IR
o aTaae | el Fasus v AHTES! 6.00
A1.8552800664 Iforpret, 35-ammEdt rdeTE! 6,00
3
AT HAe R 9,
oA 9/6/2024
IESEIRE] TENESR HB9 RIS 6.00
4| 7t 9850030074 J HHTE 6.00
o ey w1, e Mo aflien, Heplad! 6.00 T
5 | 17021297463 35-ARTH! ATHEH FTER ArdwIes! 6,00
W, 200-§ETR 10/5/2024 |
fopvor graw qeRicieR gael HRIRTS! 6.00
| 71900499599 o "B 6.00
Tt e el Faeus ol HHI®! 6.00 T
2 H1. 7620448001 AfpreY, 35-ammet HIIAFHB1 6.00
AIHad ATSR 9, 199-
e 11/5/2024
" [EELRIE T TBIIAER g3av HEHID1 6.00
1. 9922317071 A THETET 6.00
HoT AT el Maeus g HFHTH! 6.00 T
. H1.8552800664 S, 35-FRTA! ATEEHTD] 6.00
TGN HISR W, 211- i0/5/2004
TEHITHA
o | TR dEIeIaIY gdel] HIHTET 6.00
H1.900499599 o BT 6.00
qul dle HEL. IS g AP 6.00
" H1. 8408089376 HfEHY, 35-aRreeh ATd®TE] 6.00
ATHAH AAGR 6, 202- riraiE
i | 13/5/202
" ai yridta BEEGERE I HAIAFD! 6.00

H1.7020970671

o AT 6.00




. | Mgaa sxva | gewm g eitear™ 714 e |d®
e Tl
srfossr @i A
a9 HiaTSel .
piaal f@ael, | Fasvs Moy sfesrl, 35- HHIB! 6.00 O
13 | | YR ATHYUT HOSR W, AT 6.00
1.9822409736 | famriiy argem wraferd, 90
HodTor ey wel. FMasus Mo 14/5/2024 | AT 6.00
“ H1.7021297463 iy, 35-grmEE! A WepTad! 6.00
ANHEHT HaaR T, 200~
FETR
Tqolg By el Fasus g afusrl, @] 6.00 o
15 | 5. 7744842006 35-TRTH] ATEaY AdeR 15/5/2024 | ARG 6.00
; WY, 203-HI¥
“ Tehvor gead delRIaaR gdell HIAHETS! 6.00
A1.900499599 q HarE! 6.00
GEEEINEE we1. Faevs fAvi arewrt, AFIaE! 6.00
17 | H1.85528006564 35-GRMEA A g HagT Qra@TE! 6.00
Y, 211-WeHargdl 16/5/2024
- ECIEEEEE EESECEECHl AIHD] 6.00
H1.9850030074 o gTed! 6.00
Tl Giae a1, s Fvia sifesri, qaTa! 6.00 o
19 | #1.7021297463 35-FRPTA Al HasN T 6.00
HE, 200-3aTR 17/5/2024
% fevor gy AENTISR gdell HRHIPTS! 6.00
H1.900499599 o H@Ta! 6.00
LEIEE ol e, Fraeuas i Hehla! 6.00 o
21 | HI. 7620448001 e, 35-aRmH! wrieETE 6.00
FTHUA HASR W, 199-81€ |  18/5/2024
- IEELEIE TEMHEER qRav HIEH] 6.00
H1. 9922317071 o gt 6.00
qud ATgS I e, Frasu@ Mol sfes, WHT@! 6.00 T
23 | H1. 7499818447 35-ARTAT! ATeFaHT HaaR WIS 6.00
HH, 201-FRTHA 19/5/2024
fepoT A aelaa gdel HIH@T®! 6.00
24
H1.900499599 o TaTE 6.00
g9l &l el Fraeu Hord arfasn, T 6.00 T
25 | H1. 8408089376 35-GRTAH] STaH AaaTT ATl 6.00
R 32 mﬁm s, | 20/5/2024 e 6.00 |
o6 | WY, 7744842006 | 35-FRTHA! AHUH HIAS ' o GepTo! 6.00
W, 2039

93



AF.| Mg ewoane | eamdeRcaa | | A (9@
A I
iR e =
CRICIE e
o gRae TeRTeer gael BT 6.00 T
27| 31 .9004995%9 ST 6.00
FHoar gieY el MA@ g AaFH@! 6.00
H1.7021297463 @R, 35-amma 206(2024 o AETE! 6.00
2 BT HASTE |, 200-
RS
®ldal [gdal, Fraevs v e, 35- a1 6.00
20 | W TR AGEH FASN WY, ATAFTST 6,00
u1.9822409736 | Furiia srqe wrafer, gor A
rolg Hay el [Maeus M afaery, HIEFHD! 6.00
30 | A1, 7744842006 | 35-INTH) AEEH AEER q THTE! 6.00
HH, 203-9R
GECEGEG] wel. Fasue ot sfger], HehTa! 6.00 d
31 | 18552800664 35-qRT ATBEEH HASR HrdFETS] 6.00
e, 211-WSHaRTal 23/5/2024
3y | T A BEEEEE e BT 6.00
H1.9850030074 o GHTET 6.00
Ty 9ray el Maev@ iy sifger, HHID] 6,00 T
33 | H1.7021207463 35-FRTTE SIFaT HagR HAETET 6.00
WH, 200-F2TqR 24/5/2024
2 Tehvor gaw TR &dell HIgETD! 6.00
H1.900499599 A FPHIB16.00
1Tt een el e Fla aften, Tl 6.00 T
35 | Wl. 7620448001 | 35-ARTAN ST HaATR ATIHTDT 6,00
| Y, 199-3e 25/5/2024
0 famw TroTgy TERTTER ¥ay HaET@! 6.00
":I‘I.WZZM}'{JH d TR 6.00
THTGEIY | el P v s, THE 6.00
37 | M. 7499818447 | 35-FRIIEN WFEA HergR ARIHTE 6.00
- - WY, 201-RT#H
SECEIGEE WiE1. Fraevps Frofa oy, || 20/5/2024 ATdETS! 6,00
38 | Ti1.8552800664 | 35-TRIA SR e A T 6.00
SRS WH, 211-TEHIE]
1. Frasvs Fofg anag, LERE]
39 | A1 8408089376 | 35-ARTIRN e e Hm;zﬂm
¥, 202-RR 27/5/2024 '
= mmn " o
| 2 A ﬂWﬁ 00




aih. | P e | e a sateam e farm | 3@
URT ARSI
aiftrenr) @i =g
T AT .
af G, | s kg s, 35- HHTR 6.00 ©
A | R AR S el 6y, [rawTe! 6.00
| 9822400736 | Ry srgEs wraterd, qU | 28/5/2024
so | FIRUIRRER) S LGEGR LG AR 6.00
111,900499599 d gH1S 6.00
| mlg T w1, Fagus g BT 6.00 d
43 | M, 7744842006 | 3i®HR, 35-aRM) Hra@Ta! 6.00
AHGHT IS W, 203-HW | 29/5/2024
:M_ s TR TeRToeN qeaY HTde@Te! 6.00
11, 9922317071 d GETe! 6.00
RISy 3IRFerel wel. Faev Pl PTa] 6.00 T
118552800664 arferdl, 35-amred HIgHTE] 6.00
“ ST G W, 211
' 30/5/2024
WeHaradl
wurforeT ATl TRlaeraTY go il AHFT@] 6,00
4 ).9850030074 o GHTST 6.00
WY Giay el [Frass ol HhT@! 6.00 T
i 1, 7021297463 | @iferERd, 35-2{@1?%? ATAHTE] 6.00
E.“ TR e 31/5/2024
P
- Fevor {Raw TErieaIN gdell Qi@ 6.00
H1.900499599 o FBR! 6.00
Rt oot e, (Mdev® g APT! 6,00
49 | #Y. 7620448001 | AfRrETE, 35-TRTE [TdETS] 6.00
FThaH] AU 6, 199-818 | 1/6/2024
5 T ToTgY TENTE R qRav @@ 6.00
1, 9922317071 o H@TH! 6.00
FeTY gray w1, e Frog @] 6.00 o
2 H1.7021297463 sferar, 35-amrel AraHTE 6.00
ATEEl AAGN WH, 200
gaTX
GO AT el [ Mg 2/6/2024 | UrGHTE! 6.00
H1.8552800664 T, 35-aRT! d Tl 6.00
52 AFHHT HASR W, 211-




J&

[URS

hl

I

[Fragrret e
At srele|
anfSpenpd) 2k s
w el 1,
affyon Jaad),

Y

) 2020 A0 1M
anl et

1L AR

UL, mper 1 A

R fopiag ity
) ol gy et 1
g geret Al
aputt, ey Fipoiy
g, o Al
)P etet 1 4 202
IRGE

(i

.’j;f;f?”:’w

aatel <pupe e pd) a0l el et fimiI gt freaeot 120 17.07/0
o

A

1l 0,00 4
(A 4,00

A 4.0
a Wl 6,00

0/ 2024

o 03/06/2024 1) DI lidedl] il fi;v';]ﬁ]_.{[;[[ﬂq.l imfeqe r;gh‘iap[-i] A4 45_‘,1'1|

g er o) st i o i sl 2 il A i,

a

e ﬁmm

34 E e} ST AerE R, gol




r- - e e ——— T P W - v ————

-5N524 50TPM IMG-20240515-WADRST |pg

Certificate

| hereby certify that as per the Commission’s Instructions, DEO/RO/ARD personally visiting the above-
mentioned Strong Raom (s) every day in the morning and evening and are satisfied with the storage and
security arrangements The detalled arrangements are as under:

SL.NO | Visit Report
Date . IS as'.' Q-OH
Time | 41 Q.S-f )
Particulars ]_ -
1 | There is uninterrupted power supply at the strong room(s) locations o _\ie’{; =
2 Alternate arrangements made for uninterrupted power supply at the strong
room(s]) locattons ' QE
3 The strong reom(s) have double lock system. B '}E oD
4 Two cordoned security arrangements have been made round the dockforthe | .. .
strong room{s) | Ye.g
Minimum Security arrangement of 1 Platoen for strong room(s) m ===
3 All contesting candidates have been Intimated in writing to depute their ;
| representatives to keep a close watch on security armangement for strong T'
| room(s] . 93
3 CCTV instalied - ' Yels i
B The CCTV display of the strong room(s) has been arranged on 2 large TV screen
at the place earmarked for the representatives of candidates to manitor w
continuously the strong room(s)
i' 9 A log book has maintained for the persans who have been allowed/ deputed to TR
view the CCTV coverage TQS
10 A control room adjacent to the strong room is operative round the clock @
n Arrangement for fire extinguishers near and inside the strong room(s) = Yo i_ |
12 A Gazetted Officer along with a senior police officer have been put on duty round | > B
the clock for monitoring the security arrangements of the strong room (s) | TE‘?
rﬁ A log book has been malntained by the CAPF in which entry are made about M
date, time, duration and name of person, purpose of visit etc
| R
|14 Video camera has been provided to the CAPF contingent to record all visits made |
L by w_:]btmr o —‘r@ .
Date of Report:

!il,'.ﬂlﬂj-%zé’-ﬁ
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Rajput Vikram M
Today at 9.02 pm
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t/E-mail
NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001
No.437/6/1/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024 3 Dated: 31* July, 2024
To
L The Chief Secretary to the Government of
a.) Haryana, Chandigarh;
b.) Jharkhand, Ranchi;
¢.) Maharashtra, Mumbai;
d.) UT of Jammu and Kashmir, Srinagar.
2, The Chief Electoral Dfficer of
a.) Haryana, Chandigarh;
b.) Jharkhand, Ranchi;
c.) Maharashtra, Mumbai;
d.) UT of ]ammu and Kashmir, Srinagar.
Subject:- L General Elections to Legislative Assemblies in the States of Haryana,
Jharkhand & Maharashtra and UT of Jammu and Kashmir due in the year 2024
- Transfer/Posting of officers - regarding.
Sir/Madam,

| am directed to state that the terms of existing State Legislative Assemblies of Haryana,
Jharkhand & Maharashtra are upto 3¢ November, 2024, 5 January, 2025 and 26 November,

2024, respectively and election are due In the year 2024 Further, the election to Legislative
Aszembly of UT of Jammu and Kashmir is also due in near future.

Z. The Commission has been following a consistent policy that officers directly connected
with conduct of elections in an election going State/UT are not posted in their home districts or

places where they have served for considerably long period.

3. Hence, the Commission has decided that pp officer connected directly with_elections
hall be all | . intl district ( listrict) of o
(i) ifshe/he is posted in her/his home district.
(ii)if she/he has completed three years in that district during last four (4) years or

would be completing 3 years on or before 30" September, 2024 for UT of Jammu




- jo5”

2

While calculating the period of three years, promotion to a post within the district is

to be counted.

4. If any small State/UT with a few numbers of districts, face any difficulty in compliance of
the above instruction, then it may refer the specific case with reasons to the Commission through

CEO for exemption and the Commission would issue directions, if considered necessary.

5. Applicability

5.1  District Officers: -These instructions shall cover not only officers appointed for specific
glection dutics like DEOs, Dy. DEOs, RO/AROs, EROs/AEROs, officers appointed as nodal officers
of any specific election works but also district officers like ADMs, SDMs, Dy. Collector/joint
Collector, Tehsildar, Block Development Officers or any other officer of equal rank directly
deployed for glection works,

5.2 Officers other than Distrigt Officers: These instructions shall also cover the Divisional
Commissioners, Municipal Commissioners, and the other officers deputed in Municipal
Corporations and Development Authorities, ete.

5.3  Police Olficers: -These instructions shall be applicable to the police department officers
such as Range ADGs/IGs, DIGs, Commandants of State Armed Paolice, S5Ps, SPs. Add). SPs, Sub-
Divisional llead of Police, SHOs, Inspectors, Sub-Inspector, Ris f Sergeant Majors or equivalent
ranks, wha are reepansible for security arrangement or deplavment of police forces in the district
at election time. The police officials who are posted in lunctional departments like
computerization, special branch, training, etc. are not covered under these instructions. Following
shall be followed:

(i) The Pclice Sub-lnspectors and above should not be posted in their home district,

(ii) If a Police Sub-Inspector has completed or would be completing a tenure of 3 years
out of four years on or before the cutoff date in a police sub-division, then he should
be transferred out to a police sub-division which does not fall in the same AC. If that
is nol possible due to small size of district, then he/she should be transferred out of
the district.

In case a Police Commissionerate consists of multiple districts, the concerned officer

should be transferred out of the Commissionerate, instead of the revenue district.
5.4  Prohibition and Excise Officers: - Further, these instructions shall also be applicable to the
officers of the Prohibition and Excise Department of the State of the rank of Sub-Inspector and

above,

—
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6. Categories of Officers not covered under transfer policy
During an clection, a large number of employees are drafted for different types of election
duty and the Commission has no intention of massive dislocation of state machinery by large scale
transfers. Hence, the aforesaid transfer policy is normally pot applicable to the categories of
officers mentioned below:

(i) Officers posted in the State headquarters of the department concerned.

(i) Officers/Officials who are not directly connected with elections like doctors,
engineers, teachers/principals etc. However, if there are specific complaints of
political bias or prejudice against any such govt. officer, which on enquiry, are found
to be substantiated, then CEQO/ECI may erder not only the transfer of such official
but also appropriate departmental action against the said officer.

(i) The officers appointed as Sector Officer/Zonal Magistrate involved in election
duties are not covered under these instructions, However, the observers, CEO/DEOs
and ROs should keep a close watch on their conduct to ensure that they are fair and
non-partisan in the performance of their duties,

WH‘ is further directed that the officers/officials against whom the Commission had

Ir-'__....-mmmmended disciplinary action in past and which is pending or whlch has

4 e ,;;,, resulted in a penalty or the officers who have been rlmrged for any la lapse in :my
O gt  rAN election or election related work in the past, shall not be aSEIgnEd any eclection
d,l- 4 ..1 Lq related duty. However, an officer who was transferred during any past election

under the Commission’s order without any recommendation of disciplinary actions

will not be, just on this ground, considered for transfer, unless specifically so

directed by the Commission. A copy of the Commission’s instruction number

464 /INST/2008-EPS dated 237 December 2008 regarding tracking of names of

tainted officers is enclosed. CEOs must ensure its compliance.

(v)  The Commission further desires that no officer/official, against whom a eriminal
case related to official functioning is pending in any court of law, be associated
with/deployed on election related duty.

(vi)  Any officer, who is due to retire within the coming six months will be exempted

from the purview of the Commission's directions mentioned in para-3. The six

months period shall be reckoned backwards from 30% September, 2024 for UT of
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Jammu and Kashmir, 31* October, 2024 for Haryana, 30t November, 2024 for
Maharashtra and 31% December, 2024 for Jharkhand. Further, officer falling in the
category (home district/3 years+ criteria and due to retire within 6 months) if
holding an election related post mentioned in para 5, shall be relieved of that charge
and not be associated with any election related duty. It is however, reiterated that
such retiring officer need not be transferred out of the district.

{vii) All the officials of the State (except those posted in the office of the Chief Electoral
Officer), who are on extension of service or re-employed in different capacities, will
not be associated with any election related work

7 The transfer orders in respect of officers/officials, who are engaged in the electoral rolls

revision work, if any, during an election year shall be implemented only after final publication of
the electoral rolls, in consultation with the Chief Electoral Officer concerned. In case of any need

for transfer due to any extra ardinary reasons, prior approval of the Commission shall be taken,

8. The Chief Electoral Officer of the State/UT shall invariably be consulted while posting the
persons in place of present incumbents who stand transferred as per the above policy of the
Commission. A copy of each of the transfer orders issued under these directions shall be given to

the Chief Electoral Officer without [ail,

0 All election relared Officers will be required to give a declaration in the format given below

to the DEO conecerned, who shall inform to CEO accordingly.

I)-n Iﬂ.n.h'» nml.::u solemn declarstion. inconnection with the current l::anl Bu. election
- Eok-Sabhal . can (Logisintive Assemblyv that .o,

Note- I answer of {a) or (b) above is *YES'. then give full details in a separate sheel.

Pated..... R . MName)

N e vvavanir presently posted L. from... A Date)

(a) 1 am not a close relmive of uny of the contesting candidates in the current
election/leading palitical functionary of the state/district at the aforesaid
eleetion,

{h) No eriminal ease is pending against me inimy court of law.

Designation

NOTE- Any false declaration made by any officer shall invite appropriate disciplinary actions.
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10. The Commission's aforesaid instructions shall be brought to the notice of the concerned
departments/offices or State Govt. for their strict compliance. The DEO or concerned district
officers shall ensure that officers /officials who are transferred should immediately kandover their

charge without waiting for their substitute,

11. The Commission has further directed that transfer/posting of all officers covered under the
above instructions shall be done and compliance reports by Chief Secretary and DGP with details
of action obtained from the concerned departments/offices of State Government shall be

furnished to the Commission by 20 August, 2024.

12. Kindly acknowledge receipt of this letter.

Yours faithfully,

- L]

(ASHWANI KUMAR MOHAL)
SECRETARY



1@

(¢

YT

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOK# ROAD, NEYY DELHI-110001.

No 464/INSTR2008/EP S s Date: 23" December 2008

Tw
Fhe Cluel Etectoral Officers
of #ll Sistes/UTs

Subject Tracking the names of officers translerred by the arder of the Eleclion
Cammission of India charged wath dereliction of duty elc.

Fet No.437/6/2008-PLMN.II dated 8™ Mevermber, 20068 & EC! messags
No.100/1994-PLN.I dated 28 3.1884 addressed 1o the CEOs of all Slatss
AUTs

SuiMadam,

The Election Commissien of India vide the instruction referred to sbove had
direcled that a delailed review shall be undertaken balore every election in all districts
and all such officers should be posied cul of lheir home districts or disiricl where they
have compleled a lenure of 3 years oul of 4 years, and had further doected that
olficersiofficiale against whom Commission has recommended disciphnary achion of
who have been charged for any lapes in election or election related work or who were
ransterred under the orders of the Commission in the matter may not be assagned 1o
any election gelated duty

However. 1 was cbserved during recent eleclions that in spite of efferis made by
the CEQOs and the DEQs ta comply the abeve instruction of the Commissicn, thera ware
sill sama instances of the officers who corme under the above crileria and lieble to be
ranslerred out af the district 19 2 non election refated assignment bul managed lo stay
back and the Commission came ta know aboul this only al a later stage through
complaints being raised by varicus political parties and .members of public These
incidents, though few in numbers, send a wrong signal at the field level and ncn
mainienance of proper information aboul the officers liable o be transferred on the
above critena has been recogmised as a reason for some stray incidents of ncn-
comphance In order to remove the passibity of the occurrence of such incdents in
luture, the Cammussion has issued (he following direchions lo make the existing
msiructicn more eHeclive .

| The CEO of the State shall maintain a regisier 10 which the information about
IASHIPS officers, DEOs, ROs and EROs lransferred by the order of (he
Election Comrmission -and against whom Commission has recommended
dgiseiphinary. action o who have been charged far any lapse in election or
clechon rebvind wirk shall be maintained

i Swindatly e DEQ wll mantain a register coniaining informahcn aboul cther
jurnion olhcees and ather alatf

1 Wiathay ety of The announcement al eleclions by the Election Commission
ol iyt CEEY of the Sioté will send o compliance letter 1o the Zonal
Secietiy i the Camession canlirming thal all the cfficers coming under the
At cnltan hawe been lransierred  Similarly he shall obtain a similar
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compllance cerificata from all the DEOs confirming that all the nlﬂ:urﬂslﬂﬂ

‘roming under the above crileria have been Iransferred lo non eleclion related

assignment and cit of the district

Wilh reference 10 transfer of officers coming under "3 years out of 4 years
criteria’ and the home district critena, CEOs shall ensure compliance in
respecl of ROs, EROs, ARQOs and AEROs and other electlion ralaled officials
and send a letter to CEQ within the Yime, i any, stipulated for this purpose by
the Election Commission of India ar CED and if nol, within 7 days of issue ol
press nole announcing the eleclions. Similarly, information related to DEOUs.
SSP and SPs end other senior police officials conneclted wilh the election
work shall be maintained by the CEQ and compliance by the Staie Govi shall
ba ensured al his level Compliance regatding the ransfer of these officers
shall be collected from the DEQs and the CEO of the State shall send a
consolidated letter of compliance 1o the Zonal Secretary within 7 days of the
announcement of election.

To lacilitate (he submission of this comphance letter within 7 days of the
announcemenl ol election, the CEO and DEO shall collect the infarmation

and ensure mainienance of register as staled above well in advance so that

no time is josl,

There are many departmenis in the State Governmen! thal are involved in
translerring efficials and thereby accountable for the compliance of the above
mstructions of the Commission. The Commission's instruction regarding
wanster of thé officials dis aing elaction shall ke brought to the notice of the
Secielanes of the departments concernad with a copy to the Chiefl Secretary
The Chiel Sectetary may be requested by the CEO 1o ensute (hat all the
deparimenis concerned comply with the Commizsion's instruction well in
hima

-

Yan regard 1o bye-gleclicns while ke officers coming under (he calegory.
daall within para marked as (1] shall be ransferred oul of ke districl within
three days of announcement of bye-glection and certainly belore the first days

of receipt of nomination whichever is earlier.

The above instnoction ba (ollowead wilthout any deviation

Yours faithiully,

(SHANBARA RAM)
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY
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faga = Conduct of online Refresher Course for ROs & AROs Of Jharkhand
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

India International Institute of Demoeracy & Election Manapement
Plot No. 1, Sector 13, Dwarka, New Delhi

— =T =

File No.S9WILIDEM/CP for ROs /CNT - 2024 mm@.}i’ﬁcmbﬂ. 2024
To,

The Chief Electoral Officers of
Jharkhond & Moharashira

Sub: Conduct of online Refresher Course for ROs & AROs of Jharkhand & Maharashirn on 3-
0ct, 2024 = reg

Sir,

I am directed to inform you that IIIDEM is organizing Refresher Course for those ROs & AROs
of Jharkhand and Maharashtra who have not qualified the evaluation programme.

- The details of all the ROs & AROs who have participated and also those need 1o be retrained (
who have not qualified the evaluation) is enclosed.

3. You are requested to direct the participants to join the Refresher Course 15 mins before the start |
of the programme. 1

4, The link of joining the Refresher Course through is being shared through email. |

" Yours ftithl’ull}f.
i o
(Rakesh Komar Snln%' kl

Under Secretary
Ph-011- 25303498

Encl: As stated above
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EXTRAQORDINARY ISSUE OF
STATE GOVERNMENT GAFETTE
IMMEDMATELY

ANNEXORE -A (7

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI - 110001

W9

Dated: _ 1™ October, 2024
9 Ashwin. 1946 (Saka)

NOTIFICATION

No. 434/MH-LA/2024 (1) == In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 21 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 (43 of 1951) and in supersession of its Notification
No. 434/MT-LA/2019 (1) dated 18" February, 2019, the Election Commission of India hereby

appoints, in consultation with the State Government of Maharashira. the officers of the ]

Government of Maharashira as specified in column 2 of the table below as the Relumning

Officer of the Assembly Constituencies in the State of Maharashtra as specified in column | of

the said table -

JABLE

No. & Nume of

Assembly Constituency |

Returning Officer

2

| = Akkalkuwa (ST)

Assistant Collector and Sub Divisional Officer, Taloda

2 = Shahada (ST)

Sub Divisional Officer, Shahada

3 - Nandurbar (5T)

Assistant Collector and Sub Divisional Officer. Nandurbar

4 — Nawapur (S5T)

Deputy Collector (EGS), Nandurbar

5 - Sakni (ST)

Deputy Collector (EGS). Dhule

6 — Dhule Rural

Sub Divisional OfMicer. Dhule

7- Dhule City

Deputy Collector ( Land Acquisition ). no.1, Dhule

8 — Sindkheda

Deputy Collector ( Land Acquisition ), MIP, Dhule
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2

197 - Khed Alandi

Sub Divisional Officer, Khed (Rajgurunagar)

198 — Shirur Deputy Collector & Special Land Acquisition Officer No.3, Pune
199 = Daund Sub Divisional Officer, Daund
200 - Indapur Deputy Collector & Special Land Acquisition Officer No.l, Pune

201 — Baramati

Sub Divisional Oflicer. Baramati. Sub Division Baramati

202 = Purandar Sub Divisional Officer, Purandar
203 - Bhor Sub Divisional OMicer. Bhor
204 - Maval Sub Divisional Officer, Maval-Mulshi

205 = Chinchwad

Deputy Commissioner, General Administration Department,
Pimpri-Chinchwad Municipal Corporation

206 - Pimpri (SC)

Deputy Commissioner and Competent Authority SRA-2, Pune
and Pimpri-Chinchwad area, Pune

207 = Bhosari

Deputy Collector & Special Land Acquisition Officer No.19,
Pune

208 - Vadgaon Sheri

Regional Officer, Maharashtea Industrial Development
Corporation no. 1 (MIDC), Pune

209 - Shivajinagar

Deputy Collector and Competent Authority SRA No. 1, Pune and
Pimpri Chinchwad area

210 - Kothrud

Deputy Collector & Special Land Acquisition OfMicer No. 22,
Pune

211 = Khadakwasala

Sub Divisional Offcer. Haveli, Sub Divigion Pune

212 - Parvati

Deputy Collector ULC, Pune

213 - Hadapsar.

Deputy Collector & District Resettlement Officer, Pune

214 = Pune Canmtonment
(SC)

Deputy Collector & Special Land Acquisition Officer No.26,
Pune

215 - Kasba Peth

Sub Divisional Officer. Pune. Sub Division Pune
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road

16th Septembar 2019
25 Bhadrapada, 1941 (Saka)

NOTIFICATION

No. 434/MT-LA2019 (2).— In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 22 of
the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (43 of 1251) and in supersession of its Notification No. 434/
MT-LA2013 (2] dated 14th August 2019, the Election Commission of India hareby appoints, in consultation
with the State Govemment of Maharmshira, the officers of the Govermment of Maherashia, as specified
In column 2 of the 1able below, as the Assistant Retuming Cfficer to assist the Reluming Officer of the

Assembly Constituency in the State of Maharashtra, as specified in column 1 of the lable against such
Otfiicer ol Govemmaent :—

Mew Delhi 110 001, dated

TARI E
Kis. ofs Maine af Amh.l‘lll “l:ll-"‘l:ﬂ: e
Assembly Constiluency
] ]
1 = Akkzllewwa (ST) || Tehsildes Akkelkuwa
2 | Tahafldee, Alonal
1 | Biock Devefopment Officer. Panchnyst Samil,
e Akbelkumat
1 < Shaliada (ST) Tabaililae, Shabadn
Tabzililsr, Talnds

Chiaf (MWicer, Mapar Parishad, Stinhada

Tabsildar, Mandurher e —— =1
Taksildor {Fevenuc), Cﬂll‘:_{ﬁr Di'ilc:_ Mamdarlnr
Micck Dwvelopnent Oifficer, Maschaynt  Samitl,
Ieapdurbar

Tebslides, Navwagur

Diock Development OiTiger, Proschayet Samitl,
W xwapur

4 | Chief Officer, Nagar Parishnd, Mawspur

W TF—R3L

3= Manghirhar (3T)

o | o e i | | =

4= Nawepur (57}

L]

Secanned with CamScanner
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201 - Daramati

Tohsildar, Baramati

Sub Divisional Agricultural Officer, Baramati

Deputy Superintendent, Land Record, Baramati

202 - Purandar

Tahsildar, Purandar

R.avenue Naib Tahsildar, Purandar

Resident Maib Tahsildar, Purandnr

203 - Bher

Tahsildar, Bhor

Tahsildar, Velhe

Tahsildar, Mulshi

Resident Naib Tahsildar, Bhor

Chief Officer, Magar Parishad, Bhor

204 — Maval

Tahsildar, Maval

Chief Officer, Nagar Parishod, Lonavala

Block Develapment Officer. Maval

205 — Chinchwad

Tahsildar (Sanjay Gendki Yojna), Haveli

I = st [sd o=l | s o | ol | o= | G | bd | === | Lak | Bod | ==

Executive Engincer, Pimpari — Chinchwad
Corporation, Pune

Administrative  Officer,  Pimpari-Chinchwad
Corporation, Pune

206 - Pimpri (SC)

Assistant  Foodgrain  Distribution  Officer,
(Codown), Pung

Deputy Commissloner, B & G Prabhag, PCMC,

Pune

ad

Tahsildar, SRA, Pune

207 = Bhosari

Tahsildar and Entertainment tax Officer, Collector
Office, Pune

(&= ]

Tahsildar PMRDA, Pune

Assistazt Commissioner, Bhumi Zindogi Officer,
PCMC, Pune

208 — Vadgaon Sheri

Tahsildar (Sanjay Gandhi Yojana), Punc City

Depuly Engineer, Load Department, 'MC, ["une

Deputy Commissioner, Sales Tax Office, Pune

209 — Shivajinngar

— ek | P |

Tahsildar and Assistant Foodgrain Distribution
Officer, Pune

Ward Utticer, Aundh, Pune

Lad |

Ward Officer, Ghole Road, Pune

210 - Kothrud

Tahsidar (Sanjay Gandhi Yojna), Collector Office
Pune

Deputy Commissioner, Warie Ward Office, Fune

Ward OfMicer, Kothrud Bavdhan Ward, PMC, Pune

211 = Khadakwasala

Tahsildar, Haveli

Tahsildar, Upper Tahsil Office, PCMC, Pune

Rod [ Pod o | Bad | D

Block Development Officer, Havell

33

Scanned with CamScanner
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