
IN THE MAHARASHTRA ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL 
MUMBAI 

MISC. APPLICATION NO.87 OF 2016 
IN 

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO.201 OF 2016 

DISTRICT : THANE  

Shri Pravin Vasant Patil. 	 )...Applicant 

Versus 

1. The State of Maharashtra & 4 Ors. )...Respondents 

Shri S.T. Bhosale, Advocate for Applicant. 

Shri A.J. Chougule, Presenting Officer for Respondents. 

P.C. 	: R.B. MALIK (MEMBER-JUDICIAL) 

DATE : 06.04.2016 

ORDER 

1. 	This Misc. Application for condonation of delay which 

according to the Applicant is of 126 days. The reply has not 

been filed, but none was really necessary in the first place 

because the facts are such that no unnecessary protraction 
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would be in the interest of justice. Secondly, even without 

reply, the learned Presenting Officer Shri A.J. Chougule was 

allowed to make submissions which he did in good measure 

and stoutly opposed the application. 

2. 	It is not necessary to delve into the factual aspect of 

the matter that squarely falls within the domain of the OA. As 

far as this MA is concerned, the case of the Applicant is that 

initially an OA came to be instituted before the Aurangabad 

Bench of this Tribunal. It appears that there some issue about 

the territorial jurisdiction was raised, and therefore, in the 

ultimate analysis, this OA was presented before this principal 

Bench. 

3. Another aspect of the matter is that the Applicant 

was in the process of collecting some vital documents which 

took time. 

4. As already mentioned above, the learned P.O. Shri 

Chougule strongly opposed the application on every aspect of 

the matter. 

5. It is not necessary for me to closely examine the legal 

aspect of the matter as to whether in so far as the proceedings 

before the Maharashtra Administrative Tribunal (MAT) are 

concerned, the issue of territorial jurisdiction in the sense, it is 

understood in relation to those proceedings that are squarely 

governed by the procedural provisions of the Code of Civil 
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Procedure are applicable or not. I leave that issue undecided. 

However, that is one aspect of the matter. In so far as the 

cause for condonation of delay is concerned, another aspect is 

time taken for collection of documents. There is absolutely 

nothing on record to show that the Applicant in the manner of 

speaking slept over his right and just dragged his feet along. 

There is nothing to show that the Applicant could be assailed 

for being deliberately negligent or his conduct being 

contumacious. Therefore, I think I must adopt an approach 

which would be more attuned to do substantial justice rather 

than technicality. 

6. For the foregoing, the MA is allowed. The delay is 

condoned and the Applicant and Office of this Tribunal are 

directed to process the matter further, so that the OA is 

brought before the appropriate Bench for disposal according to 

law. No order as to costs. 

7. After the pronouncement of the above order, the 

learned P.O. tenders the Affidavit-in-reply to the OA. It is 

taken on record. 

(R.B. Malik) 
Member-J 

06.04.2016 

Mumbai 
Date : 06.04.2016 
Dictation taken by : 
S.K. Wamanse. 

tiANJAY WANIANSE \JUDGMENTS \ 2016 \ 4 Apil, 2016 \ M.A 
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